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vetoing  tariff  measures.  During  President  Tyler's  Administration  the 
protective  tariff  act  of  1842  was  passed;  the  subtreasury  law  was  re- 
pealed; the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  of  August  9, 1842,  was  negotiated, 
settling  the  northeastern-boundary  controversy,  and  providing  for  the 
final  suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade  and  for  the  surrender  of  fugi- 
tive criminals;  and  acts  establishing  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  and 
providing  for  the  distribution  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  were  passed. 
The  treaty  of  annexation  between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic 
of  Texas  was  negotiated,  but  was  rejected  by  the  Senate. 

During  the  Administration  of  President  Polk  Texas  was  finally  an- 
nexed to  the  United  States;  Texas,  Iowa,  and  Wisconsin  were  admitted 
into  the  Union;  the  Oregon  boundary  was  settled;  the  independent- 
treasury  system  was  reenacted;  the  Naval  Academy  was  established; 
acts  were  passed  establishing  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  creating 
the  Department  of  the  Interior;  the  war  with  Mexico  was  successfully 
fought,  and  the  territory  known  as  New  Mexico  and  Upper  California 
was  acquired.  The  acquisition  of  territory  by  Mr.  Polk's  Administration 
added  to  the  United  States  California  and  New  Mexico  and  portions  of 
Colorado,  Utah,  and  Nevada,  a  territory  containing  in  all  1,193,061 
square  miles,  or  over  763,000,000  acres,  and  constituting  a  country  more 


rv  Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 

than  half  as  large  as  all  that  held  by  the  Republic  before  he  became 
President.  This  addition  to  our  domain  was  the  next  largest  in  area 
ever  made.  It  was  exceeded  only  by  the  purchase  by  President  Jefferson 
of  the  Louisiana  Territory,  in  which  was  laid  so  deep  the  foundation  of 
the  country's  growth  and  grandeur.  If  our  country  had  not  already 
attained  that  rank  by  the  acquisition  of  the  Louisiana  Territory,  the  fur- 
ther additions  made  by  Mr.  Polk's  Administration  advanced  it  at  once 
to  a  continental  power  of  assured  strength  and  boundless  promise. 

JAMES  D.  RICHARDSON. 
April,  27,  1897. 
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pledge  I  have  this  day  given  to  discharge  all  the  Ugh  deities  of  my 
Ited  station  according  to  the  best  of  my  ability ,  and  I  shall  enter  upon 
ir  performance  with  entire  confidence  in  the  support  of  a  just  and 


March  4, 1841. 


'special  message. 


T*  the  Senate  <f  ike  United  States:  JIabch  5, 1841. 

I  hereby  withdraw  all  nominations  made  to  the  Senate  on  or  before 
the  3d  instant  and  which  were  not  definitely  acted  on  at  the  close  of  its 
session  on  that  day.  W.  H.  HARMSON. 


PROCLAMATION. 

[Prom  Statutes  at  targe  (little,  Brown  &  Co.),  Vol.  XI,  pw  788.] 

By  thb  President  op  the  United  States  op  America. 

a  proclamation. 

Whereas  sundry  important  and  weighty  matters,  principally  growing 
out  of  the  condition  of  the  revenue  and  finances  of  the  country,  appear 

to  me  to  call  for  the  consideration  of  Congress  at  an  earlier  day  than  its 
next  annual  session,  and  thus  form  an  extraordinary  occasion,  such  as 
renders  necessary,  in  my  judgment,  the  convention  of  the  two  Houses 
as  soon  as  may  be  practicable: 

I  do  therefore  by  this  my  proclamation  convene  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  to  meet  in  the  Capitol,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  last 
Monday,  being  the  31st  day,  of  May  next;  and  I  require  the  respective 
Senators  and  Representatives  then"  and  there  to  assemble,  in  order  to 
receive  such  information  respecting  the  state  of  the  Union  as  may  be 
given  to  them  and  to  devise  and  adopt  such  measures  as  the  good  of 
the  country  may  seem  to  them,  in  the  exercise  of  their  wisdom  and  dis- 
cretion, to  require. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to 
be  hereunto  affixed,  and  signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 
r .        -I         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  17th  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  1 84 1,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
sixty-fifth.  w   H   HARRISON. 

By  the  President: 

Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State. 


as  a  special  nnsae  1  igtar  to  bear  yott  these  melancholy  tidings. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  regard,  your  obedient 

DANIEL  WEBSTER, 

Secretary  of  Stole. 

THOMAS  SWING, 

Secretory  ef  'ike  Treasury. 

JOHN  BBU,, 

Secretory  qf  War . 

JOHN  J.  CRXTTBNDBN, 

Attorney-General.    . 

FRANCIS  GRANGER, 

PostmasUr-General. 


ANNOUNCEMENT  TO  REPRESENTATIVES   OF  THE  UNITED   STATES 

ABROAD. 

# 

'  [Fran  official  records  in  the  Stale  Department] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  4.,  184 1. 

Snt:  It  has  become  my  most  painful  duty  to  announce  to  you  the 
decease  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  late  President  of  the  United  States. 

This  afflicting  event  took  place  this  day  at  the  Executive  Mansion,  in 

this  city,  at  thirty  minutes  before  1  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANI,.  WEBSTER. 


ANNOUNCEMENT  TO  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  FOREIGN  GOVERNMENTS 

IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

[From  official  records  in  the  State  Department.] 

Department  of  State, 

Was king ton,  April  5,  184 1. 

Sir:  It  is  my  great  misfortune  to  be  obliged  to  inform  you  of  an  event 
not  less  afflicting  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  than  distressing  to 
my  own  feelings  and  the  feelings  of  all  those  connected  with  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  President  departed  this  life  yesterday  at  thirty  minutes  before  1 
o'clock  in  the  morning. 

You  are  respectfully  invited  to  attend  the  funeral  ceremonies,  which 
will  take  place  on  Wednesday  next,  and  with  the  particular  arrange- 
ments for  which  you  will  be  made  acquainted  in  due  time. 
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the  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  audi  other 
citizens  as  they  may  aee  fit  to  call  to  their  aid. 

John  Quincy  Adams,  ex-President  of  the  United  States,  members  of 
Congress  now  in  the  city  or  its  neighborhood,  all  the  members  of  the 
diplomatic  body  resident  in  Washington,  and  all  officers  of  Government 
and  citizens  generally  are  invited  to  attend. 

And  it  is  respectfully  recommended  to  the  officers  of  Government  that 
they  wear  the  usual  badgt  of  mourning. 

DANI,.  WEBSTER, 

Secretary  of  State, 

T.  EWING, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

JNO.  BELL, 

Secretary  of  War. 

J.  J.  CRITTENDEN, 

Attorney-General. 

FR.  GRANGER, 

Postmaster-General. 

JThe  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  absent  from  the  city.] 

"tftromoftdal  record*  in  the  War  Department] 

District  Orders. 

Washington,  April  5,  184.1. 

The  foregoing  notice  from  the  heads  of  the  Executive  Departments 
of  the  Government  informs  you  what  a  signal  calamity  has  befallen  us 
in  the  death  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  prominent 
part  assigned  you  in  those  funeral  honors  which  may  bespeak  a  nation's 
respect  to  the  memory  of  a  departed  patriot  and  statesman,  whose  vir- 
tue and  talents  as  a  citizen  and  soldier  had  achieved  illustrious  services, 
and  whose  sudden  death  has  disappointed  the  expectation  of  still  more 
important  benefits  to  his  country. 

With  a  view  to  carry  into  effect  the  views  of  these  high  officers  of  Gov- 
pmn^pnt  in  a  manner  befitting  the  occasion  and  honorable  to  the  militia 
corps  of  this  District,  I  request  the  general  and  field  officers,  the  general 
staff,  and  the  commandants  of  companies  to  assemble  at  my  house 
to-morrow,  Tuesday,  April  6,  precisely  at  10  o'clock,  to  report  the 
strength  and  equipment  of  the  several  corps  of  the  militia  and  to  receive 
final  instructions  for  parade  and  arrangement  in  the  military  part  of  the 
funeral  procession. 

The  commandants  of  such  militia  corps  from  the  neighboring  States  as 
desire  to  unite  in  the  procession  are  respectfully  invited  to  report  to  me 
as  soon  as  practicable  their  intention,  with  a  view  to  arrange  them  in 
dne  and  uniform  order  as  a  part  of  the  general  military  escort. 


FRED.  MAY,  M.  D., 

N.  W.  WORTHINGTON,  M.  D., 

J.  C.  HALL,  M.  D., 

ASHTON  ALEXANDER,  M.  D., 

Consulting  Physicians . 


[From  the  Daily  National  Intelligencer.  April  7,  1S41,) 

I  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  faithfully  execute  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  will  to  the  best  of  my  ability  preserve, 
protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Arm.  6,  ,84..  J0HN  rVhER- 

District  of  Colombia, 

City  and  County  of  Washington,  ss: 

I,  William  Cranch,  chief  judge  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 

certify  that  the  above-named  John  Tyler  personally  appeared  before  me  this  day. 

and  although  he  deems  himself  qualified  to  perform  the  duties  and  exercise  the 

•The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ml  absent  from  the  city. 


John  Tyler 


April  4,  1841,  to  March  4,  1846 
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John  Tyler,  second  son  of  Judge  John  Tyler,  governor  of  Virginia 
from  1808  to  181 1,  and  Mary  Armistead,  was  born  at  Greenway,  Charles 
City  County,  Va.,  March  29,  1790.  He  was  graduated  at  William  and 
Mary  College  in  1807.  At  college  he  showed  a  strong  interest  in  ancient 
history;  was  also  fond  of  poetry  and  music,  and  was  a  skillful  performer 
011  the  violin.  In  1809  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  had  already 
begun  to  obtain  a  good  practice  when  he  was  elected  to  the  legislature. 
Took  his  seat  in  that  body  in  December,  181 1.  Was  here  a  firm  sup- 
porter of  Mr.  Madison's  Administration;  and  the  war  with  Great  Britain, 
which  soon  followed,  afforded  him  an  opportunity  to  become  conspicu- 
ous as  a  forcible  and  persuasive  orator.  March  29,  1813,  he  married 
Letitia,  daughter  of  Robert  Christian,  and  a  few  weeks  afterwards  was 
called  into  the  field  at  the  head  of  a.  company  of  militia  to  take  part 
in  the  defense  of  Richmond,  threatened  by  the  British.  This  military 
service  lasted  but  a  month.  He  was  reelected  to  the  legislature  annually 
until,  in  November,  18 16,  he  was  chosen  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  United 
States  House  of  Representatives.  Was  reelected  to  the  Fifteenth  and 
Sixteenth  Congresses.  In  1821,  his  health  being  seriously  impaired,  he 
declined  a  reelection  and  retired  to  private  life.  In  1823  he  was  again 
elected  to  the  Virginia  legislature.  Here  he  was  a  friend  to  the  candi- 
dacy of  William  H.  Crawford  for  the  Presidency.  In  1824  he  was  a 
candidate  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  United  States  Senate,  but  was  defeated. 
He  opposed  in  1825  the  attempt  to  remove  William  and  Mary  College  to 
Richmond,  and  was  afterwards  made  successively  rector  and  chancellor 
of  the  college,  which  prospered  signally  under  his  management.  In 
December,  1825,  he  was  chosen  by  the  legislature  to  the  governorship 
of  Virginia,  and  in  the  following  year  was  reelected  by  a  unanimous 
vote.  In  December,  1826,  the  friends  of  Clay  and  Adams  combined 
with  the  Democrats  opposed  to  John  Randolph  and  elected  Mr.  Tyler  to 
the  United  States  Senate.  In  February,  1830,  after  taking  part  in  the 
Virginia  convention  for  revising  the  State  constitution,  he  returned  to 
his  seat  in  the  Senate,  and  found  himself  first  drawn  toward  Jackson  by 
the  veto  message  (May  27)  upon  the  Maysville  turnpike  bill;  supported 
Jackson  in  the  Presidential  election  of  1832,  but  broke  with  the  Admin- 
istration on  the  question  of  the  removal  of  the  deposits  from  the  United 
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the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  of  preserving  a  regularly  organized  staff 
sufficient  for  the  command  of  a  large  military  force  should  a  necessity 
for  one  arise  is  founded  as  well  in  economy  as  in  true  wisdom.  Provi- 
sion is  thus  made,  upon  filling  up  the  rank  and  file,  which  can  readily  be 
done  on  any  emergency,  for  the  introduction  of  a  system  of  discipline 
both  promptly  and  efficiently.  All  that  is  required  in  time  of  peace  is  to 
maintain  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  guard  our  fortifications,  to  meet 
any  sudden  contingency,  and  to  encounter  the  first  shock  of  war.  Our 
chief  reliance  must  be  placed  on  the  militia;  they  constitute  the  great  body 
of  national  guards,  and,  inspired  by  an  ardent  love  of  country,  will  be 
found  ready  at  all  times  and  at  all  seasons  to  repair  with  alacrity  to  its 
defense.  It  will  be  regarded  by  Congress,  I  doubt  not,  at  a  suitable  time 
as  one  of  its  highest  duties  to  attend  to  their  complete  organization  and 
discipline. 

The  state  of  the  navy  pension  fund  requires  the  immediate  attention  of 
Congress.  By  the  operation  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1837,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  more  equitable  administration  of  the  navy  pension  fund, ' ' 
that  fund  has  been  exhausted.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying 
report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  that  there  will  be  required  for 
the  payment  of  navy  pensions  on  the  1st  of  July  next  $88,706.06^3,  and 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1842,  the  sum  of  $69,000.  In  addition  to  these 
sums,  about  $6,000  will  be  required  to  pay  arrears  of  pensions  which  will 
probably  be  allowed  between  the  1st  of  July  and  the  1st  of  January,  1842, 
making  in  the  whole  $163,706.06^3.  To  meet  these  payments  there 
is  within  the  control  of  the  Department  the  sum  of  $28,040,  leaving  a 
deficiency  of  $139,666.06  lA.  The  public  faith  requires  that  immediate 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  payment  of  these  sums. 

In  order  to  introduce  into  the  Navy  a  desirable  efficiency,  a  new  sys- 
tem of  accountability  may  be  found  to  be  indispensably  necessary.  To 
mature  a  plan  having  for  its  object  the  accomplishment  of  an  end  so 
important  and  to  meet  the  just  expectations  of  the  country  require  more 
time  than  has  yet  been  allowed  to  the  Secretary  at  the  head  of  the 
Department.  The  hope  is  indulged  that  by  the  time  of  your  next  regu- 
lar session  measures  of  importance  in  connection  with  this  branch  of  the 
public  service  may  be  matured  for  your  consideration. 

Although  the  laws  regulating  the  Post-Office  Department  only  require 
from  the  officer  charged  with  its  direction  to  report  at  the  usual  annual 
session  of  Congress,  the  Postmaster- General  has  presented  to  me  some 
facts  connected  with  the  financial  condition  of  the  Department  which 
are  deemed  worthy  the  attention  of  Congress.  By  the  accompanying 
report  of  that  officer  it  appears  the  existing  liabilities  of  that  Depart- 
ment beyond  the  means  of  payment  at  its  command  can  not  l>e  less  than 
$500,000.  As  the  law\s  organizing  that  branch  of  the  public  service 
confine  the  expenditure  to  its  own  revenues,  deficiencies  therein  can  not 

be  presented  under  the  usual  estimates  for  the  expenses  of  Government. 
M  P— voi,  iv — 4 


•f  * 


J***  Tyler  51 

your  oopgkferatioD.  and  reflection.  Others  with  which  it  might  not  aeem 
proper  to  trouble  you  at  an  extraordinary  session  will  he  laid  before 
yon  at  a  future  day.  I  am  happy  in  committing  the  important  affairs  of 
the  country  into  your  hands.  The  tendency  of  public  sentiment,  I  am 
pleased  to  believe,  is  toward  the  adoption,  in  a  spirit  of  union  and  har- 
laoay ,  of  such  measures  as  will  fortify  the  public  interests.  To  cherish 
such  a  tendency  of  public  opinion  is  the  task  of  an  elevated  patriotism. 
That  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  means  of  accomplishing  these  desir- 
able objects  should  exist  is  reasonably  to  be  expected.  Nor  can  all  be 
made  satisfied  with  any  system  of  measures;  but  I  flatter  myself  with 
the  hope  that  the  great  body  of  the  people  will  readily  unite  in  support 
of  those  whose  efforts  spring  from  a  disinterested  desire  to  promote  their 
happiness,  to  preserve  the  Federal  and  State  Governments  within  their 
respective  orbits;  to  cultivate  peace  with  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  on 
just  and  honorable  grounds;  to  exact  obedience  to  the  laws;  to  intrench 
liberty  and  property  in  full  security;  and,  consulting  the  most  rigid 
economy,  to  abolish  all  useless  expenses.  TOHN  TYLER. 


/ 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

City  of  Washington,  June  2, 1841. 
To  tike  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

exhibiting  certain  transfers  of  appropriations  that  have  been  made  in 
that  Department  in  pursuance  of  the  power  vested  in  the  President  of 
the  United  States  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1809,  enti- 
tled "An  act  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment 
and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments." 

JOHN  TYLER. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:  Washington,  June  17,  1S41. 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  the  inclosed  communication*  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  12th  instant. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  fune  /y,  184.1. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  the  inclosed  communication  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  12th  instant. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

•Relating  to  the  commissioners  appointed  to  investigate  the  condition  of  the  public  works  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  and  transmitting  copy  of  the  letter  of  instructions  issued  to  them. 
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r*  «*  S~«*  o/t*e  'United  Slates:  Washington,  /««,,  1841. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Senate  the  accompanying  letter* 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  pursuance  of  its  resolution  of  the 
8th  instant.  JOHN  TYI<EIL 

Washington,  June  22,  1841. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  correspondence  between 
myself  and  the  Hon.  J.  Burnet,  J.  C.  Wright,  and  others,  who  arrived 
some  days  ago  in  this  city  as  a  committee  on  behalf  of  the  people  of 
Cincinnati  for  the  purpose,  with  the  assent  of  the  family,  of  removing 
the  remains  of  the  late  President  of  the  United  States  to  North  Bend  for 
interment.  I  have  thought  it  to  be  my  duty  thus  to  apprise  Congress 
of  the  contemplated  proceedings.  TOHN  TYLER 

Washington  City,  June  /6, 1841. 
The  President  op  the  United  States. 

Dear  Sir:  The  undersigned  were  appointed  by  the  citizens  and  the  city  council 
of  Cincinnati  and  by  many  of  the  surviving  soldiers  of  the  late  war  to  apply  to  the 
widow  and  family  of  our  distinguished  fellow-citizen,  the  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  for  permission  to  remove  his  remains  from  the  city  of  Washington  to  the 
State  of  Ohio  for  interment.  They  have  made  the  application  directed,  and  have 
received  permission  to  perform  that  sacred  trust  They  have  now  the  honor  of 
reporting  to  you  their  arrival  in  this  city,  and  of  asking  your  approbation  of  the 
measure  contemplated  and  your  cooperation  in  carrying  it  into  effect. 

We  are  fully  aware  of  the  high  estimate  you  placed  on  the  talents  and  virtues 
of  our  lamented  friend  and  fellow-citizen,  the  late  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union, 
whose  friendship  and  confidence  you  possessed  many  years.  We  saw  the  tear  fall 
from  your  eye  and  mingle  with  the  tears  of  the  nation  when  the  inscrutable  will  of 
Heaven  removed  him  from  us. 

Knowing  these  things,  we  approach  you  with  confidence,  well  assured  that  you 
will  justly  appreciate  our  motive  for  undertaking  the  mournful  duty  we  have  been 
deputed  to  perform,  and  that  the  same  kind  feeling  which  has  marked  your  course 
through  life  will  prompt  you  on  this  occasion  to  afford  us  your  countenance,  and,  if 
necessary,  your  cooperation. 

If  it  meet  your  approbation,  the  committee  will  do  themselves  the  honor  of  wait- 
ing upon  you  at  the  President's  house  at  any  hour  you  may  please  to  designate. 
With  high  respect,  we  are,  your  friends  and  fellow-citizens, 

J.  BURNET. 
J.  C.  WRIGHT. 
[And  10  others.] 

Washington,  June  17,  1841. 
J.  Burnet,  J.  C.  Wright,  and  others  of  the  Committee. 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  the  16th  was  duly  handed  me,  and  I  lose  no  time  in 
responding  to  the  feelings  and  sentiments  which  you  have  expressed  for  yourselves 
and  those  you  represent,  and  which  you  have  correctly  ascribed  to  me  in  regard  to 

*  Relating  to  allowances  since  March  4, 1841,  of  claims  arising  under  the  invasion  of  East  Florida 
in  181a. 
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to  the  measure — would  afford  extensive  relief  I  do  not  doubt.  The  dis- 
tress incident  to  the  derangements  of  some  years  past  has  visited  large 
numbers  of  our  fellow-citizens  with  hopeless  insolvency,  whose  energies, 
both  mental  and  physical,  by  reason  of  the  load  of  debt  pressing  upon 
them,  are  lost  to  the  country.  Whether  Congress  shall  deem  it  proper 
to  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  this  subject  at  its  present  extraordi- 
nary session  it  will  doubtless  wisely  determine.  I  have  fulfilled  my  duty 
to  the  memorialists  in  submitting  their  petition  to  your  consideration. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  July  /,  1841. 
To  the  Senaic  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  to  the  Senate  the  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  by  myself  to  Mrs.  Harrison  in  compliance  with  the  resolutions 
of  Congress,  and  her  reply  thereto.  TOHN^  TVT  FR 

[The  same  message  was  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives.] 

Mrs.  Anna  Harrison.  Washington,  June  13,  1S41. 

My  Dear  Madam:  The  accompanying  resolutions,  adopted  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  will  convey  to  you  an  expression  of 
the  deep  sympathy  felt  by  the  representatives  of  the  States  and  of  the  people  in  the 
sad  bereavement  which  yourself  and  the  country  have  sustained  in  the  death  of 
your  illustrious  husband.  It  may  now  be  justly  considered  that  the  public  archives 
constitute  his  enduring  monument,  on  which  are  inscribed  in  characters  not  to  be 
effaced  the  proudest  evidences  of  public  gratitude  for  services  rendered  and  of  sorrow 
for  his  death.  A  great  and  united  people  shed  their  tears  over  the  bier  of  a  devoted 
patriot  and  distinguished  public  benefactor. 

In  conveying  to  you,  my  dear  madam,  the  profound  respect  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  for  your  person  and  character,  and  their  sincere  condolence  on  the  late 
afflicting  dispensation  of  Providence,  permit  me  to  mingle  my  feelings  with  theirs 
and  to  tender  you  my  fervent  wishes  for  your  health,  happiness,  and  long  life. 

JOHN  TYLKR. 

A  RESOLUTION  manifesting  the  sensibility  of  Congress  upon  the  event  of  the  death  of  William 

Henry  Harrison,  late  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  melancholy  event  of  the  death  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  the  late  President 
of  the  United  States,  having  occurred  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  and  the  two 
Houses  sharing  in  the  general  grief  and  desiring  to  manifest  their  sensibility  upon 
the  occasion  of  that  public  bereavement:  Therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  I'nited  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled.  That  the  chairs  of  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be  shrouded  in  black  during  the 
residue  of  the  session,  and  that  the  1  'resident  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate,  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  members  and  officers  of  both  Houses  wear 
the  usual  badge  of  mourning  for  thirty  days. 

Resolved  y  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions  to  Mrs.  Harrison,  and  to  assure  her  of  the  profound  respect  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  for  her  person  and  character,  and  of  their  sincere  con- 
dolence on  the  late  afflicting  dispensation  of  Providence. 
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Washington,  July  /p,  1841. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

The  act  of  Congress  of  the  10th  of  March,  1838,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States  and  to  repeal  the  acts 
therein  mentioned,'  approved  20th  of  April,  18 18,"  expired  by  its  own 
limitation  on  the  10th  of  March,  1840.  The  object  of  this  act  was  to 
make  further  provision  for  preventing  military  expeditions  or  enterprises 
against  the  territory  or  dominions  of  any  prince  or  state  or  of  any  colony, 
district,  or  people  conterminous  with  the  United  States  and  with  whom 
they  are  at  peace,  contrary  to  the  act  of  April  20,  18 18,  entitled  "An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the 
United  States  and  to  repeal  the  acts  therein  mentioned. ' ' 

The  act  of  Congress  of  March  10,  1838,  appears  to  have  had  a  very 
salutary  effect,  and  it  is  respectfully  recommended  to  Congress  that  it  be 
now  revived  or  its  provisions  be  reenacted.  TOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  July  27,  184.1. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  to  Congress  a  communication  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  on  the  subject  of  appropriations  required  for  outfits  and  salaries  of 
diplomatic  agents  of  the  United  States.  TOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  August  2,  1841. 
To  the  House  of  Rep?rsentatives  of  the  United  States: 

On  the  1 8th  of  February,  1832,  the  House  of  Representatives  adopted 
a  resolution  in  the  following  words: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to  employ  Horatio 
Greenough,  of  Massachusetts,  to  execute  in  marble  a  full-length  pedestrian  statue  of 
Washington,  to  be  placed  in  the  center  of  the  Rotunda  of  the  Capitol;  the  head  to 
be  a  copy  of  Houdon's  Washington,  and  the  accessories  to  be  left  to  the  judgment 
of  the  artist. 

On  the  23d  of  the  same  month  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  direction  of 
the  President,  addressed  to  Mr.  Greenough  a  letter  of  instructions  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  resolution  of  the  House. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  1832,  an  appropriation  of  the  sum  of  $5,000  was 
made  ' '  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  contract  with  a 
skillful  artist  to  execute  in  marble  a  pedestrian  statue  of  George  Wash- 
ington, to  be  placed  in  the  center  of  the  Rotunda  of  the  Capitol,"  and 
several  appropriations  were  made  at  the  succeeding  sessions  in  further- 
ance of  the  same  object. 

Mr.  Greenough,  having  been  employed  upon  the  work  for  several  years 
at  Florence,  completed  it  some  months  ago. 
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Washington,  August  ^7,  184.1. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States; 

I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  bear- 
ing date  this  day,  with  the  accompanying  papers,  in  answer  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  16th  ultimo,  relative  to 
removals  from  office,  etc. 

These  statements  should  have  accompanied  those  from  the  other 
Departments  on  the  same  subject  transmitted  in  my  message  to  the 
House  on  the  7th  ultimo,*  but  which  have  been  delayed  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  above  referred  to. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  /,  1841. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  submit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  and  constitutional  action, 
a  treaty  concluded  at  Oeyoowasha,  on  Minneesota  (or  St.  Peters)  River, 
in  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  on  the  31st  day  of  July  last,  betwTeen  James 
Duane  Doty,  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
Seeseeahto,  Wofpato,  and  Wofpakoota  bands  of  the  Dakota  (or  Sioux) 
Nation  of  Indians. 

The  accompanying  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War  fully 
sets  forth  the  considerations  which  have  called  for  the  negotiation  of 
this  treaty,  and  which  have  induced  me  to  recommend  its  confirmation, 
with  such  exceptions  and  modifications  as  the  Senate  may  advise. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Department  of  War,  August  j/,  /$//. 
The  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  treatv  concluded  with  certain  bands  of  the  Dahcota  Na- 
tion  of  Indians,  commonly  called  Sioux,  which  has  been  received  at  this  Department 
from  His  Excellency  James  D.  Doty,  governor  of  Wisconsin,  who  was  appointed 
a  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating 
the  treaty;  and  I  desire  to  submit  the  following  facts  and  opinions  inducing  me  to 
request  its  favorable  consideration: 

It  was  known  on  my  entering  upon  the  duties  of  the  Department  of  War  that  some 
provision  must  speedily  be  made  for  the  Winnebago  Indians  in  the  Northwest.  By 
the  treaty  with  those  Indians  in  1S37  it  was  provided  that  they  should  move  tempo- 
rarily upon  a  narrow  strip  of  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  called  the  neu- 
tral ground,  from  the  object  of  its  purchase  in  1830.  That  strip  of  country  is  only 
40  miles  in  width,  20  miles  of  it  having  been  purchased  from  the  Sac  and  Fox 
Indians  and  20  miles  from  the  Sioux,  the  object  of  the  purchase  having  been  to 
place  a  barrier  between  those  tribes,  which  had  been  for  many  years  at  war  and  par- 
ties of  which  were  continually  meeting  and  destroying  each  other  upon  or  adjacent 
to  the  country  purchased. 

When  the  delegation  of  Winnebago  chiefs  was  in  Washington  negotiating  a  sale 
of  all  their  lands  east  of  the  Mississippi  River,  in  1837,  a  permanent  location  for  those 
Indians  was  not  fixed  upon,  and  a  temporary  expedient  was  adopted,  and  acceded  to 

♦Not  found.    Evidently  refers  to  message  of  August  6,  1S41,  on  preceding  page. 
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a  change  211  their  wandering  habits  and  establishing  them  at  known  and  fixed 
points  under  the  observation  of  Government  agents,  and  as  the  British  can  only  have 
access  to  that  region  by  the  way  of  Pond  du  Lac,  one  or  two  small  military  posts  in 
a  direction  west  and  south  from  that  point,  it  is  believed,  will  completely  control  all 
intercourse  with  the  Indians  in  that  section  of  country. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ~-q  BELL 

Washington,  September  8%  184.1. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  the  honor,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  8th  June,  to  communicate  a  letter*  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
and  the  correspondence  accompanying  it.  TOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  September  ijt  184.1. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  14th  July  last,  I 
communicate  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accom- 
panied by  copies  of  the  correspondence  f  called  for  by  said  resolution. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


VETO  MESSAGES. 


Washington,  August  id,  184.1. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Fiscal 
Bank  of  the  United  States,' '  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  has  been 
considered  by  me  with  a  sincere  desire  to  conform  my  action  in  regard  to 
it  to  that  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.  By  the  Constitution  it  is  made 
my  duty  either  to  approve  the  bill  by  signing  it  or  to  return  it  with  my 
objections  to  the  House  in  which  it  originated.  I  can  not  conscientiously 
give  it  my  approval,  and  I  proceed  to  discharge  the  duty  required  of  me 
by  the  Constitution — to  give  my  reasons  for  disapproving. 

The  power  of  Congress  to  create  a  national  bank  to  operate  per  se  over 
the  Union  has  been  a  question  of  dispute  from  the  origin  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Men  most  justly  and  deservedly  esteemed  for  their  high  intellec- 
tual endowments,  their  virtue,  and  their  patriotism  have  in  regard  to  it 
entertained  different  and  conflicting  opinions;  Congresses  have  differed; 
the  approval  of  one  President  has  been  followed  by  the  disapproval 
of  another;  the  people  at  different  times  have  acquiesced  in  decisions 
both  for  and  against.    The  country  has  been  and  still  is  deeply  agitated 

*  Relating  to  the  deposits  of  public  moneys  in  banks  by  disbursing  officers  and  agents. 
t  Relating  to  the  origin,  progress,  and  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  November  26,  1838,  between 
Sardinia  and  the  United  States. 
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tkady  teen  manifested  in  an  attempt  to  destroy  the  lives  and  property 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Chippewa,  in  Canada,  aad  die-public  property  of 
the  British  Government  there  being: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  John  Tyler,  President  of  the  United  States,  do  issue 

this  my  proclamation,  admonishing  all  such  evil-minded  persons  of  the 

condign  punishment  which  is  certain  to  overtake  them;  assuring  them 

that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  will  be  rigorously  executed  against 

their  illegal  acts,  and  that  if  in  any  lawless  incursion  into  Canada  they 

ML  into  the  hands  of  the  British  authorities  they  will  not  he  reclaimed 

as  American  citizens  nor  any  interference  made"  by  this  Government  in 

their  behalf.    And  I  exhort  all  well-meaning  but  deluded  persons  who 

may  have  joined  these  lodges  immediately  to  abandon  them  and  to  have 

nothing  more  to  do  with  their  secret  meetings  or  unlawful  oaths,  as 

they  would  avoid  serious  consequences  to  themselves.    And  I  expect 

the  intelligent  and  well-disposed  members  of  the  community  to  frown 

on  all  these  unlawful  combinations  and  illegal  proceedings,  and  to  assist 

the  Government  in  maintaining  the  peace  of  the  country  against  the 

mischievous  consequences  of  the  acts  of  these  violators  of  the  law. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  25th  day  of  Sep- 
rsRAx  1     tember,  A.  D.  1841,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  the  sixty-sixth. 

JOHN  TYLER. 
By  the  President: 

Daniel  Webster, 

Secretary  of  State. 


EXECUTIVE  ORDER. 

General  Orders. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  July  5,  184.1 . 

Brevet  Major-General  Winfield  Scott  having  been  appointed  by  the 
President,  by  and  with  the  consent  and  advice  of  the  Senate,  the  Major- 
General  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  he  is  directed  to  assume  the 
command  and  enter  upon  his  duties  accordingly. 

By  command  of  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

R.  JONES, 

Adjutant-  General. 
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only  in  cases  of  unfaithfulness  or  inability,  or  in  those  in  which  its  exercise 
appeared  necessary  in  order  to  discountenance  and  suppress  that  spirit  of 
active  partisanship  on  the  part  of  holders  of  office  which  not  only  with- 
draws them  from  the  steady  and  impartial  discharge  of  their  official  duties, 
but  exerts  an  undue  and  injurious  influence  over  elections  and  degrades 
the  character  of  the  Government  itself,  inasmuch  as  it  exhibits  the  Chief 
Magistrate  as  being  a  party  through  his  agents  in  the  secret  plots  or  open 
workings  of  political  parties. 

In  respect  to  the  exercise  of  this  power  nothing  should  be  left  to  dis- 
cretion which  may  safely  be  regulated  by  law,  and  it  is  of  high  impor- 
tance to  restrain  as  far  as  possible  the  stimulus  of  personal  interests  in 
public  elections.  Considering  the  great  increase  which  has  been  made 
in  public  offices  in  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  and  the  probability  of 
further  increase,  we  incur  the  hazard  of  witnessing  violent  political  con- 
tests, directed  too  often  to  the  single  object  of  retaining  office  by  those 
who  are  in  or  obtaining  it  by  those  who  are  out.  Under  the  influence  of 
these  convictions  I  shall  cordially  concur  in  any  constitutional  measure 
for  regulating  and,  by  regulating,  restraining  the  power  of  removal. 

I  suggest  for  your  consideration  the  propriety  of  making  without  further 
delay  some  specific  application  of  the  funds  derived  under  the  will  of  Mr. 
Smithson,  of  England,  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  and  which  have 
heretofore  been  vested  in  public  stocks  until  such  time  as  Congress  should 
think  proper  to  give  them  a  specific  direction.  Nor  will  you,  I  feel  con- 
fident, permit  any  abatement  of  the  principal  of  the  legacy  to  be  made 
should  it  turn  out  that  the  stocks  in  which  the  investments  have  been 
made  have  undergone  a  depreciation. 

In  conclusion  I  commend  to  your  care  the  interests  of  this  District, 
for  which  you  are  the  exclusive  legislators.  Considering  that  this  city  is 
the  residence  of  the  Government  and  for  a  large  part  of  the  year  of  Con- 
gress, and  considering  also  the  great  cost  of  the  public  buildings  and  the 
propriety  of  affording  them  at  all  times  careful  protection,  it  seems  not 
unreasonable  that  Congress  should  contribute  toward  the  expense  of  an 
efficient  police.  JOHN  TYLER 


U  SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

Washington,  December  7,  1S41. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  of  March  last,  calling  for  a 
comparative  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  public  defenses,  of  all  the 
preparations  and  means  of  defense,  and  of  the  actual  and  authorized 
strength  of  the  Army  on  the  1st  of  January,  1S29,  and  the  1st  of  January, 

l84J-  JOHN  TYLER. 


9* 
'antutry  jo,  1849. 

K  a  view  to  ratifica- 
e  Republic  of  Peru, 
for  the  adjustment 
nited  States  against 

For  the  purpose  of  acquainting  the  Senate  with  the  nature  and  amount 
of  those  demands  and  with  the  course  of  the  negotiation,  I  also  commu- 
nicite  a  copy  of  such  parts  of  the  correspondence  of  the  agents  of  the 
two  Governments  as  relate  thereto.  lOIIN  TYLER 

Washington,  January,  ij,  184a. 
To  (He  Senate  of  the  United  States: 
,    I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  relative 
to  the  proceedings  and  final  decision  of  the  commissioners  under  the 
convention  with  the  Republic  of  Texas  upon  the  subject  of  the  boundary 
between  the  United  States  and  that  Republic. 

JOHN  TYLER. 
[The  same  message  was  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives.] 

Washington,  January  18,  1843. 
Ta  Ike  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  answer  to  the  resolution 
of  the  14th  instant,  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers 
by  which  it  was  accompanied.  JQHN  TYLER 

Washington,  January  /p,  1842. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  herewith  a  report  t  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  with  accompanying  papers,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the 
nth  instant.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Tc  Ihe  Heux  of  Rcpnxntatives:  January  27,  1842. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report!  °f  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  answer  to 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  gth  August,  1 84 1 . 

JOHN  TYLER. 
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which  have  led  to  an  expenditure  thus  exceeding  their  estimate  submitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  the  nth  of  January,  1841: 

1.  The  estimate  for  the  expenses  of  the  division  under  the  direction  of  Major 
Graham  amounted  to  $ 22,500.  This  referred  only,  however,  to  the  continuation  of 
the  survey  of  the  meridian  line;  and  as  the  country  had  been  represented  by  the  most 
authentic  maps  as  generally  rising  from  the  monument  to  the  north,  it  was  inferred 
that  the  timber  to  be  cut  away  in  opening  this  line  through  a  dense  forest  would  l)e 
of  the  description  generally  found  upon  elevated  and  dry  lands,  and  the  lalx>r  sup- 
posed to  be  requisite  was  estimated  accordingly.  So  far,  however,  from  this  being 
the  case,  26  miles  out  of  the  32  between  the  base  of  Parks  Ridge,  near  Houltou,  and 
the  river  Des  Chutes  (6  miles  north  of  the  latitude  of  Mars  Hill)  have  actuallv  been 
found  to  be  below  the  level  of  the  monument  and  intersected  by  swamps  covered  with 
a  thick  growth  of  cedar  and  other  timt>er  common  to  such  land,  extremely  difficult 
to  cut  away.  More  than  double  the  labor  estimated  had  therefore  to  l>e  performed 
in  accomplishing  this  and  all  similar  portions  of  the  work,  and  a  corresponding 
increase  of  expense  was  unavoidable. 

In  addition  to  this  increased  labor  upon  the  meridian  line,  the  division  of  Major 
Graham  has  executed  the  surveys  l>etween  that  line  and  the  head  waters  of  the 
Aroostook,  already  given  in  detail,  the  expenses  for  which  were  not  estimated  or 
included  in  the  sum  above  mentioned. 

The  cost  of  this  survey,  including  the  instruments  that  were  required  for  it,  has 
amounted  to  $ 5,500,  and  while  this  sum  should  be  added  to  the  original  estimate  for 
this  division,  the  expenses  of  the  divisions  of  the  other  two  commissioners  have  not 
in  any  manner  been  thereby  diminished,  f°r  the  actual  quantity  of  work  performed 
by  them  has  exceeded  what  was  supposed  from  the  l)est  maps  extant  to  l>e  necessary 
upon  the  whole  of  the  lines  claimed  by  the  two  Governments,  respectively,  exclusive 
of  the  meridian  line,  as  will  hereafter  be  shown. 

There  was  another  cause  which  tended  in  a  great  degree  to  augment  the  expenses  of 
this  division  in  proportion  to  the  progress  of  the  work,  which  it  was  not  within  the 
power  of  human  agency  to  control,  and  which  we  should  not  omit  to  mention  here. 

The  severe  drought  which  prevailed  throughout  this  region  of  country  during 
the  mouth  of  August  and  the  greater  part  of  September  caused  the  fires  which  are 
annually  set  to  the  fallen  timl>er  upon  newly  cleared  lands  to  spread  far  and  wide 
into  the  growing  forest,  and  so  rapid  was  its  progress  and  so  serious  its  ravages  as 
to  compel  the.  inhabitants  in  many  cases  to  fly  for  the  preservation  of  life.  Some 
check  wa*  experienced  in  the  duties  along  the  meridian  line  from  the  flames  that 
actually  embraced  it,  but  a  far  more  serious  one  from  the  dense  smoke  which  filled 
the  atmosphere  almost  incessantly  for  six  weeks,  and  so  obstructed  the  view  as  to 
render  it  impossible  to  fix  the  stations  in  advance  with  the  requisite  precision. 

While  the  party  charged  with  the  astronomical  operations  was  thus  deprived  of 
the  opportunity  of  making  scarcely  any  progress  for  six  weeks,  the  expense  of  main- 
taining it  could  not  in  any  way  be  diminished,  because  there  was  a  daily  hope  that 
such  a  chr.nge  in  the  weather  might  occur  as  would  have  removed  this  difficulty. 

In  order  to  make  amends  as  far  as  practicable  for  so  much  time  unavoidably  lost, 
this  division  continued  to  prosecute  its  field  duties  north  of  the  forty-seventh  degree 
of  latitude  until  several  weeks  after  the  severities  of  winter  had  commenced,  with  no 
other  protection  than  their  tents,  the  commissioner  in  charge  of  it  believing  that  the 
expectations  of  the  Government  and  of  the  country  generally  would  but  be  fulfilled 
by  the  investigations  in  relation  to  this  important  line  being  pushed  to  the  utmost 
attainable  point.  But  for  this  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  reached  the  St. 
John  River  the  late  season. 

There  remains  to  be  surveyed  along  this  meridian  line,  in  order  to  reach  the  north- 
west angle  of  Nova  Scotia  as  claimed  by  the  United  States,  about  64  miles,  to  accom- 
plish which  will  require  another  season  of  active  field  duty. 
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Washington,  March  &,  jr4^#. 

To  ike  Senetie  and  House  of  Representatives: 

+In  my  message  of  the  7th  of  December  I  suggested  to  Congress  the 
propriety,  and  in  some  degree  the  necessity,  of  maViug  proper  provisions 
by  law  within  the  pale  of  the  Constitution  for  the  removal  at  their  com- 
mencement and  at  the  option  of  the  party  of  all  such  cases  as  might 
arise  in  State  courts  involving  national  questions  or  questions  touching 
the  faithful  observance  and  discharge  of  the  international  obligations  of 
the  United  States  from  such  State  tribunal  to  the  Federal  judiciary.  I  am 
urged  to  repeat  at  this  time  this  recommendation  by  the  receipt  of  intel- 
ligence, upon  which  I  can  rely,  that  a  subject  of  Great  Britain  residing 
in  Upper  Canada  has  been  arrested  upon  a  charge  of  connection  with  the 
expedition  fitted  out  by  the  Canadian  authorities  by  which  the  Caroline 
was  destroyed,  and  will  in  all  probability  be  subjected  to  trial  in  the 
State  courts  of  New  York.  It  is  doubtful  whether  in  this  state  of  things, 
should  his  discharge  be  demanded  by  the  British  Government,  this  Gov- 
ernment is  invested  with  any  control  over  the  subject  until  the  case  shall 
have  reached  the  court  of  final  resort  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  been 
decided  in  that  court;  and  although  such  delay  ought  not,  in  a  national 
point  of  view  to  give  cause  of  umbrage  to  Great  Britain,  yet  the  prompt 
and  instant  rendering  of  justice  to  foreign  nations  should  be  placed  among 
our  highest  duties.  I  can  not,  therefore,  in  consideration  of  what  prop- 
erly becomes  the  United  States,  and  in  anticipation  of  any  demand  from 
a  foreign  government  for  the  discharge  of  one  of  its  subjects,  forego  the 
duty  of  repeating  my  recommendation  to  Congress  for  the  immediate 
adoption  of  some  suitable  legislative  provision  on  this  subject. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  March  //,  184.2. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
23d  ultimo,  I  communicate  to  that  body  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  conveying  copies  of  the  correspondence*  which  contains  the  infor- 
mation called  for  by  said  resolution.  TOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  March  12,  184.2. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  reason  to  think  that  the  rejection  of  Silas  Reed  as  surveyor- 
general  of  Illinois  and  Missouri  on  the  evening  of  the  last  day  of  the 
session  of  the  Senate  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  was  founded  in  a  mis- 
apprehension of  facts,  which,  while  it  deprived  the  public  of  the  services 

*  Relating  to  complaints  of  Spain  and  Portugal  that  the  operation  of  the  revenue  act  of  Septem- 
ber ix,  1841,  infringed  treaty  stipulations. 
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operations  of  the  General  Government,  and  all  partial  irregularities  and 
disorders  will  be  rectified  by  the  influence  of  its  example;  but  suffer  that 
standard  to  be  debased  or  disturbed,  and  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  to  what 
a  degree  of  degradation  and  confusion  all  financial  interests,  public  and 
private,  may  sink.  In  such  a  country  as  this  the  representatives  of  the 
people  have  only  to  will  it,  and  the  public  credit  will  be  as  high  as  it 
ever  was. 

My  own  views  of  the  measures  calculated  to  effect  this  great  and  desir- 
able object  I  have  thus  frankly  expressed  to  Congress  under  circumstances 
which  give  to  the  entire  subject  a  peculiar  and  solemn  interest.  The 
Executive  can  do  no  more.  If  the  credit  of  the  country  be  exposed 
to  question,  if  the  public  defenses  be  broken  down  or  weakened,  if  the 
whole  administration  of  public  affairs  be  embarrassed  for  want  of  the  nec- 
essary means  for  conducting  them  with  vigor  and  effect,  I  trust  that  this 
department  of  the  Government  will  be  found  to  have  done  all  that  was 
in  its  power  to  avert  such  evils,  and  will  be  acquitted  of  all  just  blame 
on  account  of  them.  TOHN  TVT  VU 

Washington,  Afarch  25,  184.2. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  a  report  *  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  in  compliance  with  your  resolution  of  the  18th  February,  1842. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,   March  jo,    rSj2. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  two  extracts  from  a  note  of 
the  charge  d'affaires  of  the  Republic  of  Texas  accredited  to  this  Gov- 
ernment to  the  Department  of  State,  one  suggesting"  in  l>ehalf  of  his 
Government  such  modifications  of  the  existing  laws  of  the  United  States 
as  will  impart  greater  facility  to  the  trade  between  the  two  countries, 
particularly  to  that  which  passes  across  their  frontier,  and  the  other 
expressing  a  desire  for  some  regulation  on  the  part  of  this  Government 
by  means  of  which  the  communication  by  post  between  the  United  States 
and  Texas  may  be  improved. 

As  the  wishes  of  the  Texan  Government  in  relation  to  those  subjects 
can  only  be  gratified  by  means  of  laws  to  be  passed  by  Congress,  they 
are  accordingly  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  two  Houses. 

JOHN  TYI.KR. 

[The  same  message  was  sent  to  the  Senate.] 

♦Transmitting  list  of  agents,  etc.,  employed  by  the  Navy  Department  without  express  authority 
of  law,  etc 
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Washington,  May  24, 184.2. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  to  the  Senate  a  treaty  recently  concluded  with 
the  Wyandott  tribe  of  Indians,  and  request  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate  to  the  ratification  of  the  same  as  proposed  to  be  modified 
by  the  War  Department.  JOHN  TYIfER. 

Washington,  June  i,  1842. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the  Acting  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  and  the  documents  accompanying  the  same  (from 
No.  1  to  No.  7),  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  N.  P.  Taylor,  present  reg- 
ister and  former  clerk  in  the  land  office  at  St.  Louis,  in  compliance  with 
your  resolution  of  the  9th  May.  TOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  June  10, 1842. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  submit  herewith  a  treaty  concluded  at  Buffalo  Creek  on  the  20th  day 

of  May  last  between  the  United  States  and  the  Seneca  Nation  of  Indians, 

for  your  advice  and  consent  to  its  ratification,  together  with  a  report  on 

the  subject  from  the  War  Department.  TOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  June  13  y  1842. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  of  March  last, 
requesting  information  touching  proceedings  under  the  convention  of  the 
1  ith  of  April,  1839,  between  the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  Republic, 
I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  accompanying 
documents.  JOHN  mER 

Washington,///;^  75,  1842. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  29th  of  March 
last,  calling  for  information  touching  the  relations  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Mexican  Republic,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  with  the  accompanying  documents.* 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  June  77,  1842. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which, 
accompanied  by  copies  of  certain  letters  of  Mr.  Ewiug,  late  Secretary  of 

•Correspondence  respecting  certain  citizens  of  the  United  States  captured  with  the  Texan  expe- 
dition to  Santa  Fe,  and  held  in  confinement  in  Mexico, 
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is  claimed  by  Great  Britain,  I  remarked  that  "in  advance  of  the  acquire- 
ment of  individual  rights  to  these  lands  sound  policy  dictates  that  every 
effort  should  be  resorted  to  by  the  two  Governments  to  settle  their 
respective  claims,"  and  also  stated  that  I  should  not  delay  to  urge  on 
Great  Britain  the  importance  of  an  early  settlement.  Measures  have 
been  already  taken  in  pursuance  of  the  purpose  thus  expressed,  and 
under  these  circumstances  I  do  not  deem  it  consistent  with  the  public 
interest  to  make  any  communication  on  the  subject. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  December  23,  184.2. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  report  *  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  adopted  on  the  2 2d 
instant.  J0HN  TYLER 

Washington,  December  29,  1842. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report!  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  with  accompanying  papers,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the 
27th  instant.  JOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  December  30,  1842. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  I  'nited  States: 

In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  14th  December,  I  trans- 
mit herewith  the  accompanying  letter  J  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
and  the  statement  thereto  appended  from  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  and 
Construction.  JQHN  TYLER 


Washington,  December  30,  18/2. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  to  Congress  copies  of  a  correspondence  which 
has  recently  taken  place  between  certain  agents  of  the  Government  of  the 
Hawaiian  or  Sandwich  Islands  and  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  condition  of  those  islands  has  excited  a  good  deal  of  interest,  which 

*  Stating  that  the  special  minister  from  C.rcat  Britain  to  the  United  States  made  no  proposition, 
informal  or  otherwise,  to  the  negotiator  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for  the  assumption  or 
guaranty  of  the  State  debts  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  the  holders  of  said  debts. 

t  Transmitting  correspondence  between  the  United  States  minister  at  London  and  the  British 
Government  in  relation  to  certain  slaves  taken  from  the  wreck  of  the  schooner  ffertnosa  and  lib- 
erated by  the  authorities  at  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

X  Relating  to  the  strength  and  expense  of  maintaining  the  African  Squadron  under  the  late 
British  treaty,  the  number  of  guns  it  is  expected  to  have  afloat  in  the  United  States  Navy  during 
1843,  am*  the  estimated  expense  of  the  naval  establishment  for  1843. 
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report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hitchcock  concerning  the  frauds  which  he 
was  charged  to  investigate  be  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  it  accordingly  accompanies  this  message.  At  the  same  time,  I 
have  to  request  the  IJouse  to  consider  it  so  far  confidential  as  not  to  direct 
its  publication  until  the  appropriate  committee  shall  have  examined  it 
and  expressed  their  opinion  whether  a  just  regard  to  the  character  and 
rights  of  persons  apparently  implicated,  but  who  have  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  meet  the  imputations  on  them,  does  not  require  that  portions 
at  least  of  the  report  should  not  at  present  be  printed. 

This  course  is  adopted  by  me  from  a  desire  to  render  justice  to  all  and 
at  the  same  time  avoid  even  the  appearance  of  a  desire  to  screen  any, 
and  also  to  prevent  the  exaggerated  estimate  of  the  importance  of  the 
information  which  is  likely  to  be  made  from  the  mere  fact  of  its  being 
withheld. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  also  calls  for  *  *  all  facts  in  the  possession 
of  the  Executive,  from  any  source,  relating  to  the  subject."  There  are 
two  subjects  specified  in  the  resolution — one  "relative  to  the  affairs  of 
the  Cherokee  Indians,' '  and  another  "concerning  the  frauds  he  [Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hitchcock]  was  charged  to  investigate. ' ' 

All  the  papers  in  the  War  Department  or  its  bureaus  relating  to  the 
affairs  of  the  Cherokee  Indians,  it  is  believed,  have  been  from  time  to 
time  communicated  to  Congress  and  are  contained  in  the  printed  docu- 
ments, or  are  now  transmitted,  with  the  exception  of  those  portions 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hitchcock's  report  hereinbefore  mentioned,  and 
excepting  the  correspondence  with  the  Cherokee  delegates  in  the  nego- 
tiations which  took  place  during  the  last  summer,  which  are  not  supposed 
to  be  within  the  intent  of  the  resolution  of  the  House.  For  the  same 
reason  a  memorial  from  the  Old  Settlers,  or  Western  Cherokees,  as  they 
term  themselves,  recently  presented,  is  not  transmitted.  If  these  or  any 
other  public  documents  should  be  desired  by  the  House,  a  specification  of 
them  will  enable  me  to  cause  them  to  be  furnished  if  it  should  be  found 
proper. 

All  the  papers  in  the  War  Office  or  its  bureaus  known  or  supposed  to 
have  any  relation  to  the  alleged  frauds  which  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hitch- 
cock was  charged  to  investigate  are  herewith  transmitted. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  8,  fS/j. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  answer  to 
their  resolution  of  the  28th  ultimo,  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of 

State'  JOHN  TYLER. 

♦Stating  that  no  information  is  in  possession  of  the  Government  of  any  negotiation  of  a  treaty, 
or  of  any  overtures  to  treat,  for  a  cession  of  California  by  Mexico  to  England. 

M  P — voi,  iv — 15 
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While  I  am  far  from  objecting,  under  present  circumstances,  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Secretary  that  authority  be  granted  him  to 
reissue  Treasury  notes  as  they  shall  be  redeemed,  and  to  other  sugges- 
tions which  he  has  made  on  this  subject,  yet  it  appears  to  me  to  be 
worthy  of  grave  consideration  whether  more  permanent  and  certain  sup- 
plies ought  not  to  be  provided.  The  issue  of  one  note  in  redemption  of 
another  is  not  the  payment  of  a  debt,  which  must  be  made  in  the  end 
by  some  form  of  public  taxation. 

I  can  not  forbear  to  add  that  in  a  country  so  full  of  resources,  of  such 
abundant  means  if  they  be  but  judiciously  called  out,  the  revenues  of  the 
Government,  its  credit,  and  its  ability  to  fulfill  all  its  obligations  ought 
not  to  be  made  dependent  on  temporary  expedients  or  on  calculations  of 
an  uncertain  character.  The  public  faith  in  this  or  in  all  things  else 
ought  to  be  placed  beyond  question  and  beyond  contingency. 

The  necessity  of  further  and  full  provision  for  supplying  the  wants  of 
the  Treasury  will  be  the  more  urgent  if  Congress  at  this  present  session 
should  adopt  no  plan  for  facilitating  the  financial  operations  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  improving  the  currency  of  the  country.  By  the  aid  of  a 
wise  and  efficient  measure  of  that  kind  not  only  would  the  internal  busi- 
ness and  prosperity  of  the  country  be  revived  and  invigorated,  but  impor- 
tant additions  to  the  amount  of  revenue  arising  from  importations  might 
also  be  confidently  expected.  Not  only  does  the  present  condition  of 
things  in  relation  to  the  currency  and  commercial  exchanges  produce 
severe  and  distressing  embarrassments  in  the  business  and  pursuits  of 
individuals,  but  its  obvious  tendency  is  to  create  also  a  necessity  for  the 
imposition  of  new  burdens  of  taxation  in  order  to  secure  the  Government 
and  the  country  against  discredit  from  the  failure  of  means  to  fulfill  the 
public  engagements.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  iS,  /Sjj. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

A  resolution  has  been  communicated  to  me,  which  was  adopted  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  2d  instant,  in  the  following  terms: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  inform  this 
House  by  what  authority  and  under  whose  instructions  Captain  Thomas  ap  Catesby 
Jones,  commander  of  the  squadron  of  the  United  States  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  did,  on 
or  about  the  19th  of  October  last,  invade  in  warlike  array  the  territories  of  the  Mexi- 
can Republic,  take  possession  of  the  town  of  Monterey,  and  declare  himself  the  com- 
mander of  the  naval  and  military  expedition  for  the  occupation  of  the  Californias. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  communicate 
to  this  House  copies  of  all  the  instructions  given  by  him  or  under  his  authority  to 
the  said  Captain  Jones  from  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  the  command  of  the 
said  squadron;  also  copies  of  all  communications  received  from  him  relating  to 
his  expedition  for  the  occupation  of  the  Californias;  and  also  to  inform  this  House 
whether  orders  have  been  dispatched  to  the  said  Captain  Jones  recalling  him  from 
his  command. 
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known  to  Mr.  Everett  the  nature  of  the  instructions  given  to  the  British 
cruisers.  These  are  such  as,  if  faithfully  observed,  would  enable  the  Brit- 
ish Government  to  approximate  the  standard  of  a  fair  indemnity.  That 
Government  has  in  several  cases  fulfilled  her  promises  in  this  particular 
by  making  adequate  reparation  for  damage  done  to  our  commerce.  It 
seems  obvious  to  remark  that  a  right  which  is  only  to  be  exercised  under 
such  restrictions  and  precautions  and  risk,  in  case  of  any  assignable  dam- 
age to  be  followed  by  the  consequences  of  a  trespass,  can  scarcely  be  con- 
sidered anything  more  than  a  privilege  asked  for  and  either  conceded  or 
withheld  on  the  usual  principles  of  international  comity. 

The  principles  laid  down  in  L,ord  Aberdeen's  dispatches  and  the  assur- 
ances of  indemnity  therein  held  out,  although  the  utmost  reliance  was 
placed  on  the  good  faith  of  the  British  Government,  were  not  regarded 
by  the  Executive  as  a  sufficient  security  against  the  abuses  which  Lord 
Aberdeen  admitted  might  arise  in  even  the  most  cautious  and  moderate 
exercise  of  their  new  maritime  police,  and  therefore  in  my  message  at  the 
opening  of  the  last  session  I  set  forth  the  views  entertained  by  the  Execu- 
tive on  this  subject,  and  substantially  affirmed  both  our  inclination  and 
ability  to  enforce  our  own  laws,  protect  our  flag  from  abuse,  and  acquit 
ourselves  of  all  our  duties  and  obligations  on  the  high  seas.  In  view  of 
these  assertions  the  treaty  of  Washington  was  negotiated,  and  upon  con- 
sultation with  the  British  negotiator  as  to  the  quantum  of  force  neces- 
sary to  be  employed  in  order  to  attain  these  objects,  the  result  to  which 
the  most  deliberate  estimate  led  was  embodied  in  the  eighth  article  of  the 
treaty. 

Such  were  my  views  at  the  time  of  negotiating  that  treaty,  and  such, 
in  my  opinion,  is  its  plain  and  fair  interpretation.  I  regarded  the  eighth 
article  as  removing  all  possible  pretext  on  the  ground  of  mere  necessity 
to  visit  and  detain  our  ships  upon  the  African  coast  because  of  any 
alleged  abuse  of  our  flag  by  slave  traders  of  other  nations.  We  had 
taken  upon  ourselves  the  burden  of  preventing  any  such  abuse  by  stipu- 
lating to  furnish  an  armed  force  regarded  by  both  the  high  contracting 
parties  as  sufficient  to  accomplish  that  object. 

Denying  as  we  did  and  do  all  color  of  right  to  exercise  any  such  gen- 
eral police  over  the  flags  of  independent  nations,  we  did  not  demand  of 
Great  Britain  any  formal  renunciation  of  her  pretension;  still  less  had 
we  the  idea  of  yielding  anything  ourselves  in  that  respect.  We  chose  to 
make  a  practical  settlement  of  the  question.  This  we  owed  to  what  we 
had  already  done  upon  this  subject.  The  honor  of  the  country  called  for 
it;  the  honor  of  its  flag  demanded  that  it  should  not  be  used  by  others  to 
cover  an  iniquitous  traffic.  This  Government,  I  am  very  sure,  has  both 
the  inclination  and  the  ability  to  do  this;  and  if  need  be  it  will  not  con- 
tent itself  with  a  fleet  of  eighty  guns,  but  sooner  than  any  foreign  gov- 
ernment shall  exercise  the  province  of  executing  its  laws  and  fulfilling 
its  obligations,  the  highest  of  which  is  to  protect  its  flag  alike  from  abuse 
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Washington,  February  28,  184.3. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifi- 
cation, a  convention  further  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  awards  in 
favor  of  claimants  under  the  convention  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Mexican  Republic  of  the  nth  of  April,  1839,  signed  in  the  City  of 
Mexico  011  the  30th  day  of  last  month.  A  copy  of  the  instructions  from 
the  Department  of  State  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Mexico 
relative  to  the  convention  and  of  the  dispatches  of  that  minister  to  the 
Department  is  also  communicated.  By  adverting  to  the  signatures  ap- 
pended to  the  original  draft  of  the  convention  as  transmitted  from  the 
Department  of  State  to  General  Thompson  it  will  be  seen  that  the  con- 
vention as  concluded  was  substantially  approved  by  the  representatives 
of  a  large  majority  in  value  of  the  parties  immediately  interested. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  28,  184.3. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  communicate  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  which,  with  the  documents*  accompanying  it,  furnishes 
the  information  requested  by  their  resolution  of  the  18th  instant. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  March  3,  1843. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  submitting  the  name  of  Henry  A.  Wise  to  the  Senate  for  the  mis- 
sion to  France,  I  was  led  to  do  so  by  considerations  of  his  high  talent,  his 
exalted  character,  and  great  moral  worth.  The  country,  I  feel  assured, 
wTould  be  represented  at  Paris  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Wise  by  one  wholly 
unsurpassed  in  exalted  patriotism  and  well  fitted  to  be  the  representative 
of  his  country  abroad.  His  rejection  by  the  Senate  has  caused  me  to 
reconsider  his  qualifications,  and  I  see  no  cause  to  doubt  that  he  is  emi- 
nently qualified  for  the  station.  I  feel  it,  therefore,  to  be  my  duty  to 
renominate  him. 

I  nominate  Henry  A.  Wise,  of  Virginia,  to  be  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the 
French,  in  place  of  Lewis  Cass,  resigned.  T()H\  TVI  FR 

March  3,  1843. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  submitting  to  you  the  name  of  Ca]eb_Cushing  as  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  I  did  so  in  full  view  of  his  consummate  abilities,  his  unques- 
tioned patriotism  and  full  capacity  to  discharge  with  honor  to  himself 

•Correspondence  between  the  representatives  of  foreign  governments  and  the  United  States 
relative  to  the  operation  of  the  tariff  laws  on  treaties  existing  with  foreign  governments. 
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Takott's  parties  on  the  Northwest  and  Southwest  branches  of  the  St  John,  have  fur- 
nished the  elements  for  laying  down  upon  the  general  map  the  straight  lines  which 
■how  the  boundary  as  it  is  required  to  run  between  the  highlands  and  the  river  St 
John  under  the  treaty  of  1842.  These  furnish  data  for  an  accurate  exhibition  of  the 
extent  of  territory  included  by  this  portion  of  the  boundary  as  fixed  by  that  treaty. 

The  south  shore  of  Lake  Pohenagamook  forms  an  angle  of  about  ioo°  with  the 
direction  of  the  stream  which  flows  from  it,  and  marks  with  great  certainty  the  point 
at  which,  according  to  the  late  treaty,  the  straight  line  is  to  be  commenced  in  run- 
ning the  boundary  south  westward  to  the  Northwest  Branch  of  the  river  St  John. 

The  work  of  this  division  was  connected  with  that  of  Captain  Talcott's  division  of 
the  preceding  year  by  noting  the  position  of  a  common  point  on  the  western  shore 
of  Lake  Pohenagamook  near  its  head. 

The  commissioner  and  his  party  reached  the  Grand  portage,  or  British  military  road, 
where  it  crosses  the  river  St  Francis  on  the  2d  of  November,  and  connected  then- 
work  with  that  of  Professor  Renwick's  division  of  the  preceding  year  at  the  bridge 
near  Founder's  house. 

Observations  were  also  made  at  this  bridge  for  the  latitude  and  longitude,  when 
the  weather  was  favorable,  between  the  nights  of  the  2d  and  5th  of  November,  and  a 
connection  was  made  in  longitude  with  the  meridian  of  Quebec  by  comparisons  of  the 
local  time  with  three  chronometers  transported  from  the  first  to  the  last  mentioned 
place  between  the  6th  and  10th  of  November. 

This  comparison  was  repeated  on  the  return  of  the  commissioner  by  observing 
again  at  the  St  Francis  bridge  before  mentioned  on  the  night  of  the  10th  of  December, 
with  the  thermometer  ranging  during  these  observations  from  11  to  150  below  zero 
of  Fahrenheit's  scale,  there  being  then  near  4  feet  of  snow  upon  the  ground.  The 
commissioner  then  proceeded  by  the  Grand  portage  road,  and  the  road  which  pursues 
the  margin  of  Temiscouata  Lake  and  the  valleys  of  the  Madawaska  and  St.  John  rivers, 
to  the  mouth  of  Green  River,  where  on  the  night  of  the  12th  of  December  he  again 
observed  at  the  same  point  where  his  observations  of  the  29th  of  September  were  made 
while  ascending  the  St.  John.  These  completed,  he'  proceeded  to  the  Grand  Falls, 
and  on  the  14th  of  December  discharged  his  party,  which  terminated  his  field  duties 
for  the  season. 

The  distance  surveyed  along  the  new  line  of  boundary  by  this  division  the  past 
season  is — 

Miles. 

1.  Along  the  river  St.  John  from  the  meridian  of  the  monument  of  the  source  of 

the  St.  Croix  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Francis 71  % 

2.  Along  the  river  St.  Francis  from  its  mouth  to  the  outlet  of  I<ake  Pohenaga- 

mook        49# 

Total 121  tf 

IV. 

A  map  marked  I/,  on  a  scale  of  1 1400,000,  exhibiting  the  lines  respectively  claimed 
by  the  two  nations  under  the  treaty  of  1783,  as  well  as  that  adopted  by  the  treaty  of 
1842,  is  herewith  presented.  By  reference  thereto  the  operations  of  the  several  divi- 
sions during  the  present  and  previous  years  will  be  better  understood. 

For  a  more  particular  view  of  the  surveys  and  explorations  made  under  the  direc- 
tion of  each  of  the  commissioners,  including  descriptions  of  the  face  of  the  country, 
navigation  of  streams,  etc.,  the  undersigned  respectfully  refer  to  their  respective  nar- 
ratives hereto  appended,  and  to  the  maps  of  detail  deposited  by  each  in  the  Depart* 
ment  of  State. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  jAS  renwICK 

A.  TALCOTT, 
JAMES  D.  GRAHAM, 

Commissioners. 
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to  state  that  the  information  called  for  by  the  House  has  been  already 
from  time  to  time  transmitted  to  Congress,  with  the  exception  of  such 
correspondence  as  has  been  held  within  the  last  few  months  between 
the  Department  of  State  and  our  minister  at  London;  that  there  is  a 
prospect  of  opening  a  negotiation  on  the  subject  of  the  northwestern 
boundary  of  the  United  States  immediately  after  the  arrival  at  Wash- 
ington of  the  newly  appointed  British  minister,  now  daily  expected;  and 
that  under  existing  circumstances  it  is  deemed  inexpedient,  with  a  view 
to  the  public  interest,  to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  above 
mentioned.  JOHN  TYLER 

Washington  City,  January  77,  184.4. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  26th  ultimo,  I 
transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  court-martial  in  the  case  of  Second  Lieutenant  D.  C. 
Buell,  Third  Infantry,  and  of  all  orders  and  papers  in  relation  thereto. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  at  the  date  of  the  resolution  the  final  action 
of  the  Executive  was  not  had  upon  the  case.  That  action  having  since 
taken  place,  it  is  communicated  with  the  papers. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  D.  C. ,  January  /p,  1844. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  your  resolution  of  the  15th  December,  1843,  re- 
questing 4  *  such  information  as  may  be  on  file  in  any  of  the  Departments 
relative  to  the  formation  of  a  junction  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
oceans,' '  I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with 
accompanying  documents,  in  relation  thereto.  TOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  January  24,  1844. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  communicate  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  under  date  of  the  7th  ultimo,  accompanied  by  a  copy 
of  a  note  from  the  Chevalier  de  Argaiz,  on  the  subject  of  the  schooner 
Amistad.  JOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  January  26,1844. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  accompany- 
ing papers,  containing  the  information  respecting  the  Indians  remaining 
at  present  in  Florida,  requested  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  10th  instant.  TOHN  TYLER 
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Washington,  March  p,  184.4.. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  21st 
ultimo,  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompanying  papers. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  March  11 ,  1844. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives; 

In  compliance  with  your  resolution  of  the  26th  ultimo,  I  herewith 
transmit  a  report t  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

JOHN  TYLER* 

Washington,  March  12,  1844. 
To  tlie  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  \  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  prepared  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  26th 
ultimo.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  18,  1844. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  §  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer 
to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  18th  of  January 

la*t.  JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  March  19,  1844. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  ||  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  certain  (j 

documents  accompanying  the  same,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the 

Senate  of  the  8th  instant.  JOHN  TYLER. 


Washington,  March  20 ,  1844. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with 
documents,  containing  the  information**  requested  by  their  resolution 
of  the  23d  ultimo.  JOHN  TYLER. 

♦Relating  to  the  abuse  of  the  United  States  flag  in  subservience  to  the  African  slave  trade,  and  to 
the  taking  away  of  slaves  the  property  of  Portuguese  subjects  in  vessels  owned  or  employed  bv 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 

t  Transmitting  list  of  officers  appointed  in  the  Navy  since  June  i,  1S43. 

J  Transmitting  list  of  officers  appointed  in  the  Army  since  June  1,  1S43. 

\ Transmitting  list  of  persons  employed  by  the  Department  of  State  without  express  authority 
of  law,  etc.,  from  March  4,  1S37,  to  December  31,  1S43,  inclusive. 

I  Transmitting  the  commission  appointing  Caleb  Cushing  a  representative  of  the  Government  \| 
of  the  United  States  in  China;  papers,  etc.,  concerning  the  payment  of  $40,000,  appropriated  for 
sending  a  commissioner,  etc.,  to  China. 

**  Relating  to  the  interpretation  of  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  August  9,  1842,  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain. 
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Washington,  May  /,  1844. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  dispatch  from  the  British  minister,  addressed  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  bearing  date  the  30th  April,  in  reply  to  the  letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  27th  April,  which  has  already  been  com- 
municated to  the  Senate,  having  relation  to  the  Texas  treaty. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  May  j,  184.4.. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  29th  ultimo,  request- 
ing a  copy  of  additional  papers  upon  the  subject  of  the  relations  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Texas,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  documents  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  May  6%  1844. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  the  accompanying  correspondence,  relating  to  the  e 

treaty  recently  concluded  by  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Berlin  /  ^ 

with  the  States  comprising  the  Zollverein.  TOHN  TVT  KR 

• 

To  the  House  of  Representatives:  WASHINGTON,  May  6,  1844. 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report*  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  prepared  as  requested  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the 
1 8th  of  January  last.  JQHN  TYLER 

To  the  House  of  Representatives:  Washington.  May  6,  i8H. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  and  accompanying  documents  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  containing  all  the  information  that  can  be  now  fur- 
nished by  that  Department,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  18th  of  January,  respecting  the  allowance  of  claims 
previously  rejected.  JQHN  TYLER 

Washington,  May  7,  1844. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  postal  convention  between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of 
New  Granada,  signed  in  the  city  of  Bogota  on  the  6th  of  March  last. 

*  Transmitting  lists  of  persons  employed  by  the  War  Department  since  March  4, 1837,  without 
express  authority  of  law,  etc. 
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Representatives  will  regard  my  approval  of  the  bill  more  as  the  result 
of  misinformation  than  any  design  to  abandon  or  modify  the  principles 
laid  down  in  this  message.  Every  system  is  liable  to  run  into  abuse, 
and  none  more  so  than  that  under  consideration;  and  measures  can  not 
be  too  soon  taken  by  Congress  to  guard  against  this  evil. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


EXECUTIVE  ORDERS. 

Circular.* 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  29,  184.4.. 

Sir:  It  has  become  my  most  painful  duty  to  announce  to  you  the 
sudden  and  violent  death  of  the  Hon.  Abel  P.  Upshur,  late  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States.  This  afflicting  dispensation  occurred  on 
the  afternoon  of  yesterday,  from  the  bursting  of  one  of  the  great  guns 
on  board  the  Government  steamship  Princeton,  near  Alexandria,  on  her 
return  from  an  excursion  of  pleasure  down  the  river  Potomac.  By  this 
most  unfortunate  accident  several  of  our  distinguished  citizens,  amongst 
whom  were  the  Secretaries  of  State  and  of  the  Navy,  were  immediately 
killed,  and  many  other  persons  mortally  wounded  or  severely  injured. 
It  is  the  wish  of  the  President  that  the  diplomatic  and  consular  agents 
of  the  United  States,  and  all  other  officers  connected  with  the  State 
Department,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  shall  wear  the  usual  badge  of 
mourning,  in  token  of  their  grief  and  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  Mr. 
Upshur,  during  thirty  days  from  the  time  of  receiving  this  order. 

In  consequence  of  this  event,  the  President  has  been  pleased  to  charge 
me  ad  interim  with  the  direction  of  the  Department  of  State,  and  I  have 
accordingly  this  day  entered  upon  the  duties  of  this  appointment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  NELSON. 

Genera  1,  Orders. 

War  Department,  February  2qs  1844. 

In  the  deepest  grief  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  instructed 
the  undersigned  to  announce  to  the  Army  that  from  the  accidental  explo- 
sion of  a  gun  yesterday  on  l>oard  the  United  States  steamship  Princeton 
the  country  and  its  Government  lost  at  the  same  moment  the  Secretary 
of  State,  the  Hon.  A.  P.  Upshur,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the 
Hon.  T.  W.  Gilmer. 

Called  but  a  few  days  since  to  preside  over  the  administration  of  the 
War  Department,  it  is  peculiarly  painful  to  the  undersigned  that  his  first 
official  communication  to  the  Army  should  be  the  announcement  of  a 

*  Sent  to  all  diplomatic  and  consular  officers  of  the  United  States. 
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Washington,  December  2jy  184.4.. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

The  messenger  who  lately  bore  to  Berlin  the  ratified  copy  of  the  con- 
vention for  the  mutual  abolition  of  the  droit  d'aubaine  and  taxes  on  emi- 
gration between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Grand  Duchy  of 
Hesse,  has  just  returned  to  Washington,  bearing  with  him  the  exchange 
copy  of  said  convention.  It  appears  that  the  exchange  of  ratifications 
did  not  take  place  until  the  16th  day  of  October,  twenty  days  after  the 
period  fixed  by  the  convention  itself  for  that  purpose.  This  informality, 
which  it  would  seem  was  occasioned  by  the  absence  from  Berlin  of  the 
plenipotentiary  from  Hesse  and  by  the  time  necessarily  required  for 
the  preparation  of  the  document,  has  been  waived  by  the  representative 
of  that  Government. 

This  subject  is  now  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  December  23,  1844. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanied 
by  copies  of  the  correspondence*  asked  for  by  your  resolution  of  the  12th 

instant.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  January  2,  1845. 
To  the  Sc?iate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanied  by 
a  copy  of  a  letter f  from  Mr.  Raymond,  secretary  of  legation  and  charge 
d'affaires  ad  interim  of  the  Republic  of  Texas,  in  answer  to  the  Senate's 
resolution  of  the  16th  December  last.  TOHN  TYT  VTl 

Washington,  January  2,  1845. 
To  the  Seriate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  your  resolution  of  the  19th  December  last,  I  herewith 
transmit  a  letter  %  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  accompanying 
documents.  JQHN  TYUiR 

Washington,  January  p,  184s. 
To  the  House  of  /Representatives: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  reply  to  their 
resolution  of  the  14th  of  June  last,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  accompanying  papers. §  JOHN  TYLFR 

♦Extracts  from  the  instructions  of  the  Department  of  State  to  the  T'nited  States  minister  to  France 
relative  to  the  proj>oscd  annexation  of  Texas,  etc. 

t  Relating  to  the  public  debt  and  public  lands  of  the  Republic  of  Texas. 

J  Transmitting  copies  of  treaties  between  the  Republic  of  Texas  and  Great  Britain  and  France. 

\  Copy  of  the  instructions  to  George  W.  Krving  upon  his  appointment  as  minister  to  Spain  in 
1S14  and  during  his  mission  to  that  Court. 
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Washington,  December  23,  184.4.. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

The  messenger  who  lately  bore  to  Berlin  the  ratified  copy  of  the  con- 
vention for  the  mutual  abolition  of  the  droit  d'aubai?ie  and  taxes  on  emi- 
gration between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Grand  Duchy  of 
Hesse,  has  just  returned  to  Washington,  bearing  with  him  the  exchange 
copy  of  said  convention.  It  appears  that  the  exchange  of  ratifications 
did  not  take  place  until  the  16th  day  of  October,  twenty  days  after  the 
period  fixed  by  the  convention  itself  for  that  purpose.  This  informality, 
which  it  would  seem  was  occasioned  by  the  absence  from  Berlin  of  the 
plenipotentiary  from  Hesse  and  by  the  time  necessarily  required  for 
the  preparation  of  the  document,  has  been  waived  by  the  representative 
of  that  Government. 

This  subject  is  now  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  December  23,  1844. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanied 
by  copies  of  the  correspondence  *  asked  for  by  your  resolution  of  the  1 2th 

instant.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  January  2,  1845. 
To  the  Se?iate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanied  by 
a  copy  of  a  letter  "I"  from  Mr.  Raymond,  secretary  of  legation  and  charge 
d'affaires  ad  interim  of  the  Republic  of  Texas,  in  answer  to  the  Senate's 
resolution  of  the  16th  December  last.  TOHX  TYT  K"R 

Washington,  January  2,  TS45. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  your  resolution  of  the  19th  December  last,  I  herewith 
transmit  a  letter  J  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  accompanying 
documents.  JQHN  TYLKR 

Washington,  January  9,  rStf. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  reply  to  their 
resolution  of  the  14th  of  June  last,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  accompanying  papers. §  TOHN  TYT  KR 

♦Extracts  from  the  instructions  of  the  Department  of  State  to  the  United  States  minister  to  France 
relative  to  the  pro]>osed  annexation  of  Texas,  etc. 

t  Relating  to  the  public  debt  and  public  lauds  of  the  Republic  of  Texas. 

J  Transmitting  copiesof  treaties  tictwecn  the  Republicof  Texas  and  Great  Britain  and  France. 

\  Copy  of  the  instructions  to  George  W.  Krving  upon  his  appointment  as  minister  to  Spain  in 
1814  and  during  his  mission  to  that  Court. 
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Washington,  January  29,  T845. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  certain  resolutions*  adopted  by  the  general 
assembly  of  that  State.        .  JOHN  TYLER 

Washington,  February  ?,  184.5. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  ultimo,  calling  for 
information  in  reference  to  the  indemnities  stipulated  to  be  paid  pursuant 
to  the  convention  between  the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  Repub- 
lic of  the  30th  of  January,  1843,  I  transmit  herewith  reports  from  the 
Secretaries  of  State  and  of  the  Treasury  and  the  documents  which 
accompanied  them.  TOHN  TYI  KR 

Washington,  February  j}  184.5. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  23d 
ultimo,  requesting  information  upon  the  subject  of  embezzlement  of 
public  money,  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  j,  1845. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
1 6th  ultimo,  calling  for  information  upon  the  subject  of  the  boundaries 
of  the  Republic  of  Texas  and  for  copies  of  treaties  between  that  Repub- 
lic and  other  powers,  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 

State  and  the  documents  which  accompanied  it. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  4,  1845. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  5th  December,  I 
herewith  transmit  copies  of  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  inquiry  into 
the  official  conduct  of  Silas  Reed,  principal  surveyor  of  Missouri  and  Illi- 
nois, together  with  all  the  complaints  against  him  and  all  the  evidence 
taken  in  relation  thereto.  I  did  not  consider  the  irregularities  into  which 
the  surveyor-general  had  fallen  as  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  induce  his 
dismissal  from  office  at  the  time  that  the  papers  reached  me,  having  become 
convinced,  upon  inquiry  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
of  the  ability,  efficiency,  and  fidelity  of  the  surveyor-general  in  all  things 

♦Asking  the  publication  and  distribution  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States. 
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Washington,  February  12,  1845. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  relating  to  the  claims 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  the  Mexican  Republic,  requested 
by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  10th  of  January, 

l844'  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  T2,  184.5. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  relative  to  claims  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  Mexican  Republic,  requested  by  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  26th  December,  1843. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington  City,  February  ij%  1845. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  advice  and  approbation  of  the  Senate,  a 
treaty  with  the  Creek  and  Seminole  tribes  of  Indians,  concluded  on  the 
4th  day  of  January  last.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  14,  1845. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  certain  documents  connected  with  the  case  of  Silas 
Reed,*  and  which  were  inadvertently  omitted  in  the  packet  of  papers 
which  accompanied  my  message  to  the  Senate  on  this  subject. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington.  February  77,  1845. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  30th  of  December  last,  requesting  information  with  reference  to 
indemnities  for  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  the  Mexi- 
can Government,  I   transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 

State  and  the  documents  which  accompanied  it. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  /?,  1S45. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  nth  December,  1844, 
requesting  the  President  "to  lay  before  the  Senate,  if  in  his  judgment 

♦Principal  surveyor  of  Missouri  and  Illinois,  official  conduct  of. 
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traffic  is  carried,  on  altogether  in  foreign  parts  and  that  our  own  coasts 
are  free  from  its  pollution;  but  the  crime  remains  the  same  wherever 
perpetrated,  and  there  are  many  circumstances  to  warrant  the  lielicf  that 
some  of  our  citizens  are  deeply  involved  in  its  guilt.  The  mode  and 
manner  of  carrying  on  this  trade  are  clearly  and  fearlessly  set  forth  in 
the  accompanying  documents,  and  it  would  seem  that  a  regular  system 
has  been  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  thwarting  the  policy  and  evading 
the  penalties  of  our  laws.  American  vessels,  with  the  knowledge,  as 
there  are  good  reasons  to  Ixdieve,  of  the  owners  and  masters,  are  char- 
tered^ or  rather  purchased,  by  notorious  slave  dealers  in  Brazil,  aided 
by  English  brokers  and  capitalists,  with  this  intent.  The  vessel  is  only 
nominally  chartered  at  so  much  per  month,  while  in  truth  it  is  actually 
sold,  to  be  delivered  on  the  coast  of  Africa;  the  charter  party  binding  the 
owners  in  the  meantime  to  take  on  board  as  passengers  a  new  crew  in 
Brazil,  who,  when  delivered  on  the  coast,  are  to  navigate  her  back  to  the 
ports  of  Brazil  with  her  cargo  of  slaves.  Under  this  agreement  the  ves- 
sel clears  from  the  United  States  for  some  ]H)rt  in  Great  Britain,  where 
a  cargo  of  merchandise  known  as  "coast  goods,"  and  designed  especially 
for  the  African  trade,  is  purchased,  shipped,  and  consigned,  together 
with  the  vessel,  either  directly  to  the  slave  dealer  himself  or  to  his  agents 
or  accomplices  in  Brazil.  On  her  arrival  a  new  crew  is  put  on  1x>ard  as 
passengers  and  the  vessel  and  cargo  consigned  to  an  equally  guilty  factor 
or  agent  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  where  the  unlawful  purjx)se  originally 
designed  is  finally  consummated.  The  merchandise  is  exchanged  for 
slaves,  the  vessel  is  delivered  up,  her  name  obliterated,  her  papers 
destroyed,  her  American  crew  discharged,  to  be  provided  for  by  the 
charterers,  and  the  new  or  passenger  crew  put  in  command  to  carry  back 
its  miserable  freight  to  the  first  contrivers  of  the  voyage,  or  ihviv  en/ p/oyees 
in  Brazil. 

During  the  whole  progress  of  this  tortuous  enterprise  it  is  ]w>ssible 
that  neither  the  American  crew  originally  enlisted  nor  the  passenger 
crew  put  on  board  in  the  Brazilian  ]>orts  are  aware  of  the  nature  of  the 
voyage,  and  yet  it  is  on  these  principally,  ignorant  if  not  innocent,  that 
the  penalties  of  the  law  are  inflicted,  while  the  guilty  contrivers  the 
charterers,  brokers,  owners,  and  masters;  in  short,  all  who  are  most 
deeply  concerned  in  the  crime  and  its  rewards  for  the  most  part 
esca]>e  unpunished. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  examinations  which  have  recently  taken  place 
at  Rio  that  the  subjects  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  as  well  as  our  own 
citizens  are  deeply  implicated  in  this  inhuman  traffic.  British  factors 
and  agents,  while  they  supply  Africa  with  British  fabrics  in  exchange 
for  slaves,  are  chiefly  instrumental  in  the  abuse  of  the  American  flag: 
and  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Wise  'whose  judi- 
cious and  zealous  effort^  in  the  matter  can  not  Ik*  too  highly  commended ), 
addressed  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  British  envoy,  as  to  the  lx:st  mode  of 
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Washington,  February  21,  1845, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of 
the  14th  instant,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  accom- 
panying papers.*  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  21,  1845. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  your  resolution  of  the  23d  January  last,  asking 
information  "if  any,  and  what,  officers  of  the  United  States  have  been 
guilty  of  embezzlement  of  public  money  since  the  19th  August,  1841, 
and,  further,  whether  such  officers  have  been  criminally  prosecuted  for 
such  embezzlement,  and,  if  not,  that  the  reasons  why  they  have  not 
been  so  prosecuted  be  communicated,"  I  herewith  transmit  letters  from 
the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments  and  the  |\ 
Postmaster-General,  and  from  various  heads  of  bureaus,  from  which  it 
will  be  seen  that  no  case  of  embezzlement  by  any  person  holding  office 
tinder  the  Government  is  known  to  have  occurred  since  the  19th  August, 
1841,  unless  exceptions  are  to  be  found  in  the  cases  of  the  postmaster  at 
Tompkinsville,  Ky.,  who  was  instantly  removed  from  office,  and  all 
papers  necessary  for  his  prosecution  were  transmitted  to  the  United 
States  district  attorney,  and  John  Flanagan,  superintendent  of  lead 
mines  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  who  was  also  removed,  and  whose  place 
of  residence,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  letter  of  the  head  of  the  Ordnance 
Bureau,  has  been,  and  still  is,  unknown.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  February  24,  1845. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  communicate  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration,  a  conven- 
tion concluded  by  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Berlin  with  the 
Kingdom  of  Bavaria,  dated  on  the  21st  day  of  January,  1S45,  for  the 
mutual  abolition  of  the  droit  d'aubaine  and  taxes  on  emigration  l>et\veen 
that  Government  and  the  United  States,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
from  the  minister  explanatory  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  same. 

JOHN  TYLKR. 

Washington,  February  26,  1845. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, inclosing  reports  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
dated  the  25th  instant,  and  accompanying  papers,  in  compliance  with 
your  resolution  of  the  17th  instant,  asking  for  information  relative  to  res- 
ervations of  mineral  lands  in  the  State  of  Illinois  south  of  the  base  line 
and  west  of  the  third  principal  meridian.  JOHN  TYLER. 

*Inatroctiona  to  Hon.  Caleb  dishing,  commissioner  to  China  and  envoy  extraordinary  and  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  China,  etc. 
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vessels  if  necessary.  The  models  have  been  furnished  by  the  Navy 
Department  and  side  wheels  have  been  ordered,  as  being  best  tested  and 
least  liable  to  failure.  The  one  boat  is  directed  to  be  built  at  Richmond, 
Va.,  the  other  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  contracts  have  been  regularly 
entered  into  for  their  construction.  The  contractors  have  made  and  are 
making  all  necessary  arrangements  in  procuring  materials  and  sites  for 
building,  etc.,  and  have  doubtless  been  at  considerable  expense  in  the 
necessary  preparations  for  completing  their  engagements.  It  was  no 
part  of  the  intention  of  the  Senate  in  originating  the  bill,  I  am  well  con- 
vinced, to  violate  the  sanctity  of  contracts  regularly  entered  into  \>y  the 
Government.  The  language  of  the  act,  nevertheless,  is  of  a  character  to 
produce  in  all  probability  that  effect.  Its  language  is  "that  no  revenue 
cutter  or  revenue  steamer  shall  hereafter  be  built  {excepting  stick  as  are 
now  in  the  course  of  building  or  equipment)  nor  purchased  unless  an  appro- 
priation be  first  made  by  law  therefor. ' '  The  building  of  the  two  cutters 
under  contract  can  not  1>e  said  properly  to  have  commenced,  although 
preparations  have  been  made  for  building;  but  even  if  the  construction 
be  ambiguous,  it  is  better  that  all  ambiguity  should  be  removed  and  thus 
the  hazard  of  violating  the  pledged  faith  of  the  country  be  removed  along 
with  it. 

I  am  free  to  confess  that,  existing  contracts  being  guarded  and  pro- 
tected, the  law  to  operate  in  futuro  would  be  regarded  as  both  proper 
and  wise. 

With  these  objections,  I  return  the  bill  to  the  House  in  which  it  origi- 
nated for  its  final  constitutional  action.  TOHN  TVT  ER 


PROCLAMATION. 

[l*'rom  Scuatr  Journal,  Twi-ntw  i>;hth  Con.irros,  second  session,  p.  jyi.] 

Washington,  January  <s\  /titf. 

To  the  Senators  of  the  United  States,  respectively. 

Sir:  Objects  interesting  to  the  United  States  requiring  that  the  Senate 
should  be  in  session  on  Tuesday,  the  4th  of  March  next,  to  receive  and 
act  upon  such  communications  as  may  be  made  to  it  on  the  part  of  the 
Executive,  your  attendance  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  in  this  city,  on  that 
day  at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  is  accordingly  requested. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


James  K.  Polk 

March  4,  1848,  to  March  4,  1849 
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the  present  time,  without  serious  danger,  withdraw  our  forces  from  other 
portions  of  the  Mexican  territory  now  in  our  occupation  and  send  them 
to  Yucatan.  All  that  can  be  done  under  existing  circumstances  is  to 
employ  our  naval  forces  in  the  Gulf  not  required  at  other  points  to  afford 
them  relief;  but  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  any  adequate  protection  can 
thus  be  afforded,  as  the  operations  of  such  naval  forces  must  of  necessity 
be  confined  to  the  coast. 

I  have  considered  it  proper  to  communicate  the  information  contained 
in  the  accompanying  correspondence,  and  I  submit  to  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress to  adopt  such  measures  as  in  their  judgment  may  be  expedient  to 
prevent  Yucatan  from  becoming  a  colony  of  any  European  power,  which  in 
no  event  could  be  permitted  by  the  United  States,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
rescue  the  white  race  from  extermination  or  expulsion  from  their  country. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  May  5,  184.8. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  together 
with  the  correspondence  ' '  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Don  Justo 
Sierra,  the  representative  of  Yucatan,"  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  4th  instant. 

I  communicate  also  additional  documents  relating  to  the  same  subject. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  May  8,  184.8. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  together 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  25th  April,  requesting  the  President  to  cause  to  be  sent 
to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney- General,  with  copies 
of  the  accompanying  papers,  on  the  claim  made  by  the  Choctaw  Indians 
for  $5,000,  with  interest  thereon  from  the  date  of  the  transfer,  being 
the  difference  between  the  cost  of  the  stock  and  the  par  value  thereof 
transferred  to  them  by  the  Chickasaws  under  the  convention  of  the  17th 
of  January,  1837.  JAMES  R    poLK 

Washington,  May  9, 1848. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  8th  instant,  requesting 
further  information  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  Yucatan,  I  transmit 
herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  the  accompanying 
copies  of  communications  from  officers  of  the  Navy  on  the  subject. 

JAMES  ~   ^T,K. 
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his  Administration.  He  resisted  the  attempts  which  were  made  to  divert 
the  public  money  from  that  great  object  and  apply  it  in  wasteful  and 
extravagant  expenditures  for  other  objects,  some  of  them  of  more  than 
doubtful  constitutional  authority  and  expediency. 

If  the  Government  of  the  United  States  shall  observe  a  proper  economy 
in  its  expenditures,  and  be  confined  in  its  action  to  the  conduct  of  our 
foreign  relations  and  to  the  few  general  objects  of  its  care  enumerated  in 
the  Constitution,  leaving  all  municipal  and  local  legislation  to  the  States, 
our  greatness  as  a  nation,  in  moral  and  physical  power  and  in  wealth  and 
resources,  can  not  be  calculated. 

By  pursuing  this  policy  oppressive  measures,  operating  unequally  and 
unjustly  upon  sections  and  classes,  will  be  avoided,  and  the  people,  hav- 
ing no  cause  of  complaint,  will  pursue  their  own  interests  under  the 
blessings  of  equal  laws  and  the  protection  of  a  just  and  paternal  Govern- 
ment. By  abstaining  from  the  exercise  of  all  powers  not  clearly  con- 
ferred, the  current  of  our  glorious  Union,  now  numbering  thirty  States, 
will  l>e  strengthened  as  we  grow  in  age  and  increase  in  population,  and 
our  future  destiny  will  be  without  a  parallel  or  example  in  the  history 
of  nations.  JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Washington,/^  7,  184.8. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

For  the  reasons  mentioned  in  the  accompanying  letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  I  ask  that  the  date  in  the  promotion  of  Captain  W.  J.  Hardee, 
Second  Dragoons,  to  be  major  by  brevet  for  gallant  and  meritorious  con- 
duct in  the  affair  at  Madellin,  Mexico,  be  changed  to  the  25th  of  March, 

1847,  the  day  on  which  the  action  occurred. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

War  Department, 

Washington,  July  7,  1S4S. 
The  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sir:  Captain  W.  J.  Hardee,  Second  Dragoons,  has  been  promoted  to  be  major  by 
brevet  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  in  the  affair  at  Madellin,  Mexico,  to  date 
from  the  26th  of  March,  1847.  As  this  affair  took  place  on  the  25th  of  that  month, 
I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  Senate  be  asked  to  change  the  date  of  Captain 
Hardee's  brevet  rank  so  as  to  correspond  with  the  date  of  the  action,  to  wit,  the  25th 
of  March,  1S47.  Hrevets  which  have  been  conferred  upon  other  officers  in  the  same 
affair  take  the  latter  date. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ,y    j     M\RCY 

Secretary  of  War. 


Washington,  fnly  12,  1848. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  21st  June,  1848, 
I  herewith  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
M  P— voi.  iv— 38 
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willingness  immediately  to  conclude  with  Mr.  Gerolt  a  new  convention, 
if  he  possessed  the  requisite  powers  from  his  Government,  embracing  all 
the  provisions  contained  in  that  of  the  29th  January,  1845,  with  the 
exception  of  the  third  article.  To  this  Mr.  Gerolt  observed  that  he  had 
no  powers  to  conclude  such  a  convention,  but  would  submit  the  propo- 
sitions of  Mr.  Buchanan  to  the  Prussian  Government  for  further  instruc- 

■ 

tions." 

Mr.  Gerolt  has  never  yet  communicated  in  writing  to  the  Department 
of  State  the  answer  of  his  Government  to  these  propositions,  but  the 
Secretary  of  State,  a  few  months  after  the  date  of  the  protocol,  learned 
from  him  in  conversation  that  they  insisted  upon  the  third  article  of  the 
convention  as  a  sine  qua  non.  Thus  the  second  negotiation  had  finally 
terminated  by  a  disagreement  between  the  parties,  when,  more  than  a 
year  afterwards,  on  the  21st  June,  1848,  the  Senate  took  the  original 
convention  into  consideration  and  ratified  it,  retaining  the  third  article. 

After  the  second  negotiation  with  the  Prussian  Government,  in  which 
the  objections  to  the  third  article  were  stated,  as  they  had  been  previ- 
ously in  my  message  of  the  16th  December,  1845,  a  strong  additional 
difficulty  was  interposed  to  the  ratification  of  the  convention;  but  I 
might  overcome  this  difficulty  if  my  objections  to  the  third  article  had 
not  grown  stronger  by  further  reflection.  For  a  statement  of  them  in 
detail  I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  memorandum,  prepared  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  by  my  direction. 

I  can  not  believe  that  the  sovereign  States  of  this  Union,  whose  admin- 
istration of  justice  would  be  almost  exclusively  affected  by  such  a  con- 
vention, will  ever  be  satisfied  with  a  treaty  of  extradition  under  which  if 
a  German  subject  should  commit  murder  or  any  other  high  crime  in  New 
York  or  New  Orleans,  and  could  succeed  in  escaping  to  his  own  country, 
he  would  thereby  be  protected  from  trial  and  punishment  under  the  juris- 
diction of  our  State  laws  which  he  had  violated.  It  is  true,  as  has  l>een 
stated,  that  the  German  States,  acting  upon  a  principle  springing  from 
the  doctrine  of  perpetual  allegiance,  still  assert  the  jurisdiction  of  trying 
and  punishing  their  subjects  for  crimes  committed  in  the  United  States 
or  any  other  portion  of  the  world.  It  must,  however,  be  manifest  that 
individuals  throughout  our  extended  country  would  rarely,  if  ever,  follow 
criminals  to  Germany  with  the  necessary  testimony  for  the  purpose  of 
prosecuting  them  to  conviction  before  German  courts  for  crimes  com- 
mitted in  the  United  States. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  as 
well  as  of  the  several  States,  would  render  it  impossible  that  crimes  com- 
mitted by  our  citizens  in  Germany  could  be  tried  and  punished  in  ap- 
portion of  this  Union. 

But  if  no  other  reason  existed  for  withholding  my  ratification  from  this 
treaty,  the  great  change  which  has  recently  occurred  in  the  organization 
of  the  Government  of  the  German  States  would  be  sufficient.     By  the  last 
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By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

a  proclamation. 

Whereas  a  treaty  of  peace,  friendship,  limits,  and  settlement  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Mexican  Republic  was  concluded 
and  signed  at  the  city  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  on  the  2d  day  of  February, 
1848,  which  treaty,  as  amended  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and 
being  in  the  English  and  Spanish  languages,  is  word  for  word  as  follows: 

[Here  follows  the  treaty.] 

And  whereas  the  said  treaty,  as  amended,  has  been  duly  ratified  on 
both  parts,  and  the  respective  ratifications  of  the  same  were  exchanged 
at  Queretaro  on  the  30th  day  of  May  last  by  Ambrose  H.  Sevier  and 
Nathan  Clifford,  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  by  Senor  Don  Luis  de  la  Rosa,  minister  of  relations 
of  the  Mexican  Republic,  on  the  part  of  that  Government: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  James  K.  Polk,  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  have  caused  the  said  treaty  to  be  made  public, 
to  the  end  that  the  same  and  every  clause  and  article  thereof  may  be 
observed  and  fulfilled  with  good  faith  by  the  United  States  and  the  citi- 
zens thereof. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed, 
p  -I         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  4th  day  of  July,  1848, 

and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  seventy- 

thlrd*  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

By  the  President: 

James  Buchanan,  Secretary  0/  State. 


EXECUTIVE  ORDER. 

General  Orders,  No.  9. 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washing ton ,  February  24,  184.8. 

I.  The  following  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  and 
Secretary  of  War  announce  to  the  Army  the  death  of  the  illustrious 
ex- President  John  Quincy  Adams: 

BY  THE   PRESIDENT   OF  THE   UNITED  STATES. 

Washington,  February  24,  1848. 

It  has  pleased  Divine  Providence  to  call  hence  a  great  and  patriotic 
citizen.    John  Quincy  Adams  is  no  more.    At  the  advanced  age  of  more 
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of  these  positions,  the  detachments  have  not  yet  reached  their  destina- 
tion. Notwithstanding  the  extension  of  the  limits  of  our  country  and 
the  forces  required  in  the  new  territories,  it  is  confidently  lx?lieved  that 
our  present  military  establishment  is  sufficient  for  all  exigencies  so  long 
as  our  jieaceful  relations  remain  undisturbed. 

Of  the  amount  of  military  contributions  collected  in  Mexico,  the  sum 
of  $769,650  was  applied  toward  the  payment  of  the  first  installment  due 
under  the  treaty  with  Mexico.  The  further  sum  of  S346.360.3"  ha> 
been  paid  into  the  Treasury,  and  unexpended  balances  still  remain  ::: 
the  hands  of  disbursing  officers  and  those  who  were  engaged  in  ihe  col- 
lection of  these  moneys.  After  the  proclamation  of  peace  no  further 
disbursements  were  made  of  any  unexpended  moneys  arising  iron:  this 
source.  The  balances  on  hand  were  directed  to  be  paid  into  the  Tre^>- 
ury,  and  individual  claims  on  the  fund  will  remain  unadju>tec  until  Con- 
gress shall  authorize  their  settlement  and  payment.  These  claiz^  irt 
not  considerable  in  number  or  amount. 

I  recommend  to  your  favorable  consideration  the  suggestions  •:•:  iht 
Secretarv  of  War  and  the  Secretarv  of  the  Xavv  in  regard  :■.»  \czi±lizi:c 
on  this  subject. 

Our  Indian  relations  are  presented  in  a  most  favorable  vie"*-  ir_  ibt 
rej>ort  from  the  War  Department.  The  wisdom  of  our  r^Iicy  in  rt^ruri 
to  the  tril>es  within  our  limits  is  clearlv  manifeste-I  :-v  thedr  z=nc :^ri 
and  rapidly  improving  condition. 

A  most  important  treaty  with  the  Menomonies  Lls  :e==:  rer=c:-_- 
negotiated  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  iz  T"=ts.:c  :~  v\r::iL 
all  their  land  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin — being  a:»:-^:  -  :•:•:  :■:•:  h~zr. — 
has  been  ceded  to  the  United  States.     This  trearv  -sril  ":»r  sicnr:  1: 


the  Senate  for  ratification  at  an  early  period  of  y:cr  ZTt^ezz  sr*si:c 

Within  the  last  four  years  eight  important  treaties  ~z*±-t  ":e=c  n=r> 
tiated  with  different  Indian  tribes,  and  a:  2  c*ci>:  .:'  5:  •_:  :••:  "-■—;- 
lands  to  the  amount  of  more  than  i>.f>:  :#:•:  izrtr?  isr--  ":e=n  rrirr: 
to  the  United  States,  and  provision  has  "reec:  ni.it  :.c  r^r-l^j  _z.  *3t 
country  west  of  the  Mississippi  the  tribe?  -arhr.*-  •;•— of :  1": .?  \ir^z 
extent  of  the  public  domain.  The  :i:"e  ::■  *Z  iht  Zr_i-L.-  Im-i?  —.-_>.- 
the  several  States  of  our  Union,  with  -Jbr  rx:*iCr  n  ■:'  1  :--  ^-^.^11  :r~- 
ervations,  is  now  extinguished,  and  1  v2ls-  r=o  n  loen-i  :  -  -«zt.  -r..z'. .'. 
and  cultivation. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  >t'-t\±rj-    ■:'  :hr  Ni-      _-.  r-  -  --' 
isfaetory  exhibit  of  the  operations  ani  i.-i:::  r_     :  -_.._-.  "  r.-.::.V.  *  -  '•"•° 
public  service. 

A  number  of  small  vessels,  suitable  for  e^enn-   ihe  -.v.ouihs  of  n^M; 
were  judiciously  purchased 
the  squadron  in  the  Gulf 
longer  valuable  for  naval  purposes 
they  were  sold  and  the  money  placed  in  the  Twwtiiw 


rhased  during  the  w^r.  and  gave  grc.ii  ortu '"'"'^  „.. 
[>ulf  of  Mexico.     On  the  return  o(  \^»°    lT^-»**l,° 
aval  purposes,  and  liable  to  const*"*  *Wk 
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Washing. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  (/fitted  .S7< 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  u; 
iSth  of  December,   184S,  requesting  in  format:- 
provision  of  the  Constitution,  or  by  what  other  : 
of  the  Treasury,  with  the  "sanction  and  app- 
established  "a  tariff  of  duties  in  the  ports  ■ 
during  the  war  with  Mexico,"  and  "by  wh:r. 
other  authority ' '  the  * '  revenue  thus  derived ' ' 
support  of  the  Army  in  Mexico, ' '  I  refer  the  I  i 
sage  of  the  7th  of  I)eceml>er,  1847,  to  my  nu_-s- 
10th  of  February,  1848,  responding  to  a  cali 
which  is  herewith  communicated,  and  to  my 
Representatives  of  the  24th  of  July,  1848,  re>* 
House.     The  resolution   assumes  that  the  S. 
"established  a  tariff  of  duties  in  the  ports  of 
The  contributions  collected  in  this  mode  wui. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  but  by  a  military  • 
dent  through  the  War  and  Navy  Departments 
President  directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea^ 
to  him  a  scale  of  duties.     That  report  was  i: 
military  order  of  the  31st  of  March,  1847,  was  ' 
incuts  communicated  to  Congress  with  my  annv 
1847,  show  the  true  character  of  that  order. 

The  authority  under  which  military  contril 
collected  from  the  enemy  and  applied  to  the 
ing  the  war  with  Mexico  was  stated  in  the  sew  ■ 
In  the  first  of  these  messages  I  informed  Con^r. 

On  the  31st  of  March  last  I  caused  an  order  to  Ik-  i- 
comtnanders  to  levy  and  collect  a  military  contributi"' 
dise  which  might  enter  any  of  the  ports  of  Mexico  : 
to  apply  such  contributions  toward  defraying  the  ex; 
the  right  of  conquest  and  the  laws  of  war,  the  coin  pi- 
or  convenience,  may  either  exclude  foreign  commerce 
or  permit  it  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  he  in 
pal  ports  of  Mexico  were  blockaded  by  our  Navy  t li- - 
duties  under  the  laws  of  Mexico  was  paid  into  the  ."•. 
ports  had  fallen  into  our  military  possession  the  bl«- 
with  them  permitted  upon  prescribed  terms  and  o-- 
the  trade  of  all  nations  upon  the  payment  of  duties  n  ■ 
than  those  which  hail  been  previously  levied  by  Af- 
was  formerly  paid  into  the  Mexican  treasury,  w:i  - 
military  and  naval  officers  and  applied  to  the  use  ■ 
taken  that  the  officers,  soldiers,  and  sailors  of  01  n 
cmpled  from  the  operations  of  the  order,  and,  .■■■ 
which  the  order  operated  must  be  consuiiu-d  by  .'■■ 
exacted  were  in  effect  the  seizure  of  the  public  il  . 
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and  that  the  brevet  of  first  lieutenant  "for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the 

battle  of  Chapultepec,  September  13,  1847,"  be  conferred  in  lieu  thereof. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  h.  MARCY. 


Washington,  December  12,  184.8. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  consideration  and  advice  of  the  Senate 
with  regard  to  its  ratification,  a  treaty  concluded  on  the  6th  of  August, 
1848,  by  L.  E.  Powell,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  chiefs 
and  headmen  of  the  confederated  bands  of  the  Pawnee  Indians,  together 
with  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  and  other  papers 
explanatory  of  the  same.  JAMES  K   p()LK 

Washington,  December  12,  184.8. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  consideration  and  advice  of  the  Senate 
with  regard  to  its  ratification,  a  treaty  concluded  on  the  18th  of  October, 
1848,  by  William  Medill,  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  Menomonee 
Indians,  together  with  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
and  other  papers  explanatory  of  the  same.  TAMES  K   POLK 

Washington,  December  27,  1848. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  nth  instant, 
requesting  the  President  to  inform  that  body  '  *  whether  he  has  received 
any  information  that  American  citizens  have  been  imprisoned  or  arrested 
by  British  authorities  in  Ireland,  and,  if  so,  what  have  been  the  causes 
thereof  and  what  steps  have  been  taken  for  their  release,  and  if  not,  in 
his  opinion,  inconsistent  with  public  interest  to  furnish  this  House  with 
copies  of  all  correspondence  in  relation  thereto,''  I  communicate  here- 
with a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  together  with  the  accompanying 
correspondence  upon  the  subject.  TAMES  K    POLK 

Washington,  December  27,  1848. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith,  in  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  19th  instant,  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  with  the  accompanying  statement,  prepared  by  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  which  exhibits  the  annual  amount  appropri- 
ated on  account  of  the  Coast  Survey  from  the  commencement  of  said 

Survey-  JAMES  K.  POLK. 
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tion  of  them  to  our  own  use.     In  directing  this  measure  the  object  was  to  compel  the 
enemy  to  contribute  as  far  as  practicable  toward  the  expenses  of  the  war. 

It  was  also  stated  in  that  message  that — 

Measures  have  recently  been  adopted  by  which  the  internal  as  well  as  the  exter- 
nal revenues  of  Mexico  in  all  places  in  our  military  occupation  will  be  seized  and 
appropriated  to  the  use  of  our  Army  and  Navy. 

The  policy  of  levying  upon  the  enemy  contributions  in  every  form  consistently 
with  the  laws  of  nations,  which  it  may  be  practicable  for  our  military  commanders 
to  adopt,  should,  in  my  judgment,  be  rigidly  enforced,  and  orders  to  this  effect  have 
accordingly  been  given.  By  such  a  policy,  at  the  same  time  that  our  own  Treasury 
will  be  relieved  from  a  heavy  drain,  the  Mexican  people  will  be  made  to  feel  the 
burdens  of  the  war,  and,  consulting  their  own  interests,  may  be  induced  the  more 
readily  to  require  their  rulers  to  accede  to  a  just  peace. 

In  the  same  message  I  informed  Congress  that  the  amount  of  the 
1  *  loan ' '  which  would  be  required  for  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war 
might  be  ' '  reduced  by  whatever  amount  of  expenditures  can  be  saved 
by  military  contributions  collected  in  Mexico, ' '  and  that '  *  the  most  rig- 
orous measures  for  the  augmentation  of  these  contributions  have  been 
directed,  and  a  very  considerable  sum  is  expected  from  that  source." 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual  report  of  that  year,  in 
making  his  estimate  of  the  amount  of  loan  which  would  probably  be 
required,  reduced  the  sum  in  consideration  of  the  amount  which  would 
probably  be  derived  from  these  contributions,  and  Congress  authorized 
the  loan  upon  this  reduced  estimate. 

In  the  message  of  the  10th  of  February,  1848,  to  the  Senate,  it  was 
stated  that — 

No  principle  is  better  established  than  that  a  nation  at  war  has  the  right  of  shift- 
ing the  burden  off  itself  and  imposing  it  on  the  enemy  by  exacting  military  con- 
tributions. The  mode  of  making  such  exactions  must  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
conqueror,  but  it  should  be  exercised  in  a  manner  conformable  to  the  rules  of  civil- 
ized warfare. 

The  right  to  levy  these  contributions  is  essential  to  the  successful  prosecution 
of  war  in  an  enemy's  country,  and  the  practice  of  nations  has  been  in  accordance 
with  this  principle.  It  is  as  clearly  necessary  as  the  right  to  fight  battles,  and  its 
exercise  is  often  essential  to  the  subsistence  of  the  army. 

Entertaining  no  doubt  that  the  military  right  to  exclude  commerce  altogether 
from  the  ports  of  the  enemy  in  our  military  occupation  included  the  minor  right  of 
admitting  it  under  prescribed  conditions,  it  became  an  important  question  at  the  date 
of  the  order  whether  there  should  be  a  discrimination  between  vessels  and  cargoes 
belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  vessels  and  cargoes  belonging  to  neu- 
tral nations. 

In  the  message  to  the  House  of  Representatives  6f  the  24th  of  July, 
1848,  it  was  stated  that — 

It  is  from  the  same  source  of  authority  that  we  derive  the  unquestioned  right, 
after  the  war  has  been  declared  by  Congress,  to  blockade  the  ports  and  coasts  of  the 
enemy,  to  capture  his  towns,  cities,  and  provinces,  and  to  levy  contributions  upon 
him  for  the  support  of  our  Army.  Of  the  same  character  with  these  is  the  right 
to  subject  to  our  temporary  military  government  the  conquered  territories  of  our 
M  P— vol,  rv— 43 


James  K.  Polk  677 

De  collected  without  an  act  of  Congress,  for  the  same  reason  he  can 
~"    order  a  blockade;  nor  can  he  direct  the  enemy's  vessels  to  be  cap- 

ed  on  the  high  seas;  nor  can  he  order  our  military  and  naval  officers 
"invade  the  enemy's  country,  conquer,  hold,  and  subject  to  our  military 
'^"'Vernment  his  cities  and  provinces;  nor  can  he  give  to  our  military  and 
l*Eval  commanders  orders  to  perform  many  other  acts  essential  to  success 
*;  war. 

If  when  the  City  of  Mexico  was  captured  the  commander  of  our 
Circes  had  found  in  the  Mexican  treasury  public  money  which  the 
r*tiemy  had  provided  to  support  his  army,  can  it  be  doubted  that  he 
Bossessed  the  right  to  seize  and  appropriate  it  for  the  use  of  our  own 
^rmy?  If  the  money  captured  from  the  enemy  could  have  been  thus 
J&wfully  seized  and  appropriated,  it  would  have  been  by  virtue  of  the 
raws  of  war,  recognized  by  all  civilized  nations;  and  by  the  same  author- 
ity the  sources  of  revenue  and  of  supply  of  the  enemy  may  be  cut  off 
from  him,  whereby  he  may  be  weakened  and  crippled  in  his  means  of 
continuing  or  waging  the  war.  If  the  commanders  of  our  forces,  while 
acting  under  the  orders  of  the  President,  in  the  heart  of  the  enemy's 
country  and  surrounded  by  a  hostile  population,  possess  none  of  these 
essential  and  indispensable  powers  of  war,  but  must  halt  the  Army  at 
every  step  of  its  progress  and  wait  for  an  act  of  Congress  to  be  passed 
to  authorize  them  to  do  that  which  every  other  nation  has  the  right  to 
do  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  nations,  then,  indeed,  is  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  in  a  condition  of  imbecility  and  weakness,  which  must 
in  all  future  time  render  it  impossible  to  prosecute  a  foreign  war  in  an 
enemy's  country  successfully  or  to  vindicate  the  national  rights  and  the 
national  honor  by  war. 

The  contributions  levied  were  collected  in  the  enemy's  country,  and 
were  ordered  to  be  "applied"  in  the  enemy's  country  " toward  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  the  war, ' '  and  the  appropriations  made  by  Congress 
for  that  purpose  were  thus  relieved,  and  considerable  balances  remained 
undrawn  from  the  Treasury.  The  amount  of  contributions  remaining 
unexpended  at  the  close  of  the  wrar,  as  far  as  the  accounts  of  collecting 
and  disbursing  officers  have  been  settled,  have  been  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury in  pursuance  of  an  order  for  that  purpose,  except  the  sum  "applied 
toward  the  payment  of  the  first  installment  due  under  the  treaty  with 
Mexico,"  as  stated  in  my  last  annual  message,  for  which  an  appropria- 
tion had  been  made  by  Congress.  The  accounts  of  some  of  these  officers, 
as  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  accompanying  that  mes- 
sage, will  require  legislation  before  they  can  be  finally  settled. 

In  the  late  war  with  Mexico  it  is  confidently  believed  that  the  levy  of 
contributions  and  the  seizure  of  the  sources  of  public  revenue  upon 
which  the  enemy  relied  to  enable  him  to  continue  the  war  essentially 
contributed  to  hasten  peace.  By  those  means  the  Government  and  peo- 
ole  of  Mexico  were  made  to  feel  the  pressure  of  the  war  and  to  realize 
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'ilnce  with  them,  or  had  any  other  communication  on  the  subject  of  the 
r^reaty  except  to  transmit  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
«s    In  their  dispatch  transmitted  to  Congress  with  my  message  of  the  6th 
;  «of  July  last,  communicating  the  treaty  of  peace,  dated  '  'City  of  Queretaro, 
►^May  25,  1848,  9  o'clock  p.  m.,"  the  commissioners  say: 

We  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  we  reached  this  city  this  afternoon  at 

■ .  about  5  o'clock,  and  that  the  treaty,  as  amended  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 

-.   passed  the  Mexican  Senate  about  the  hour  of  our  arrival  by  a  vote  of  33  to  5.     It  hav- 

..  ing  previously  passed  the  House  of  Deputies,  nothing  now  remains  but  to  exchange 

the  ratifications  of  the  treaty. 

■ 

On  the  next  day  (the  26th  of  May)  the  commissioners  were  for  the 
fir.st  time  presented  to  the  President  of  the  Republic  and  their  creden- 
tials placed  in  his  hands.  On  this  occasion  the  commissioners  delivered 
an  address  to  the  President  of  Mexico,  and  he  replied.  In  their  dispatch 
of  the  30th  of  May  the  commissioners  say: 


t 


We  inclose  a  copy  of  our  address  to  the  President,  and  also  a  copy  of  his  reply. 
Several  conferences  afterwards  took  place  between  Messrs.  Rosa,  Cuevas,  Conto,  and 
ourselves,  which  it  is  not  thought  necessary  to  recapitulate,  as  we  inclose  a  copy  of 
the  protocol,  which  contains  the  substance  of  the  conversations.  We  have  now  the 
satisfaction  to  announce  that  the  exchange  of  ratifications  w?as  effected  to-day. 

This  dispatch  was  communicated  with  my  message  of  the  6th  of  July 
last,  and  published  by  order  of  Congress. 

The  treaty,  as  amended  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
accompanying  papers  and  the  evidence  that  in  that  form  it  had  been 
ratified  by  Mexico,  was  received  at  Washington  on  the  4th  day  of  July, 
1848,  and  immediately  proclaimed  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  On 
the  6th  of  July  I  communicated  to  Congress  the  ratified  treaty,  with 
such  accompanying  documents  as  were  deemed  material  to  a  full  under- 
standing of  the  subject,  to  the  end  that  Congress  might  adopt  the  legis- 
lation necessary  and  proper  to  carry  the  treaty  into  effect.  Neither  the 
address  of  the  commissioners,  nor  the  reply  of  the  President  of  Mexico 
on  the  occasion  of  their  presentation,  nor  the  memorandum  of  conversa- 
tions embraced  in  the  paper  called  a  protocol,  nor  the  correspondence 
now  sent,  were  communicated,  because  they  were  not  regarded  as  in  any 
way  material;  and  in  this  I  conformed  to  the  practice  of  our  Govern- 
ment. It  rarely,  if  ever,  happens  that  all  the  correspondence,  and  espe- 
cially the  instructions  to  our  ministers,  is  communicated.  Copies  of 
these  papers  are  now  transmitted,  as  being  within  the  resolutions  of  the 
House  calling  for  all  such  ' '  correspondence  as  appertains  to  said  treaty. ' ' 

When  these  papers  were  received  at  Washington,  peace  had  been  re- 
stored, the  first  installment  of  three  millions  paid  to  Mexico,  the  block- 
ades were  raised,  the  City  of  Mexico  evacuated,  and  our  troops  on  their 
return  home.  The  war  was  at  an  end,  and  the  treaty,  as  ratified  by  the 
United  States,  was  binding  on  both  parties,  and  already  executed  in  a 
great  degree.     In  this  condition  of  things  it  was  not  competent  for  the 
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The  former  was  the  date  of  the  declaration  of  war  against  Mexico  and 
the  latter  that  of  the  declaration  of  independence  by  Texas. 

The  objection  to  the  tenth  article  of  the  original  treaty  was  not  that 
it  protected  legitimate  titles,  which  our  laws  would  have  equally  pro- 
tected without  it,  but  that  it  most  unjustly  attempted  to  resuscitate 
grants  which  had  become  a  mere  nullity  by  allowing  the  grantees  the 
same  period  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  to  which 
they  had  been  originally  entitled  after  the  date  of  their  grants  for  the 
purpose  of  performing  the  conditions  on  which  they  had  been  made. 
In  submitting  the  treaty  to  the  Senate  I  had  recommended  the  rejection 
of  this  article.  That  portion  of  it  in  regard  to  lands  in  Texas  did  not 
receive  a  single  vote  in  the  Senate.  This  information  was  communicated 
by  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs 
of  Mexico,  and  was  in  possession  of  the  Mexican  Government  during  the 
whole  period  the  treaty  was  before  the  Mexican  Congress;  and  the  article 
itself  was  reprobated  in  that  letter  in  the  strongest  terms.  Besides,  our 
commissioners  to  Mexico  had  been  instructed  that — 

Neither  the  President  nor  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  can  ever  consent  to 
ratify  any  treaty  containing  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  in 
favor  of  grantees  of  land  in  Texas  or  elsewhere. 

And  again: 

Should  the  Mexican  Government  persist  in  retaining  this  article,  then  all  prospect 
of  immediate  peace  is  ended;  and  of  this  you  may  give  them  an  absolute  assurance. 

On  this  point  the  language  of  the  protocol  is  free  from  ambiguity,  but 
if  it  were  otherwise  is  there  any  individual  American  or  Mexican  who 
would  place  such  a  construction  upon  it  as  to  convert  it  into  a  vain  at- 
tempt to  revive  this  article,  which  had  been  so  often  and  so  solemnly  con- 
demned? Surely  no  person  could  for  one  moment  suppose  that  either 
the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  or  the  Mexican  minister  for  for- 
eign affairs  ever  entertained  the  purpose  of  thus  setting  at  naught  the 
deliberate  decision  of  the  President  and  Senate,  which  had  been  com- 
municated to  the  Mexican  Government  with  the  assurance  that  their 
abandonment  of  this  obnoxious  article  was  essential  to  the  restoration  of 
peace. 

But  the  meaning  of  the  protocol  is  plain.  It  is  simply  that  the  nulli- 
fication of  this  article  was  not  intended  to  destroy  valid,  legitimate  titles 
to  land  which  existed  and  were  in  full  force  independently  of  the  pro- 
visions and  without  the  aid  of  this  article.  Notwithstanding  it  has  been 
expunged  from  the  treaty,  these  grants  were  to  "preserve  the  legal  value 
which  they  may  possess."  The  refusal  to  revive  grants  which  had 
become  extinct  was  not  to  invalidate  those  which  were  in  full  force  and 
vigor.  That  such  was  the  clear  understanding  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  and  this  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  protocol,  is  manifest  from 
the  fact  that  whilst  they  struck  from  the  treaty  this  unjust  article,  they 
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Senate  of  the  12th  instant,  requesting  the  President  to  communicate  tc 
that  body  the  proceedings  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  last  session 
to  compensate  R.  M.  Johnson  for  the  erection  of  certain  buildings  for 
the  use  of  the  Choctaw  academy;  also  the  evidence  of  the  cost  of  said 

buildin*s-  JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Washington,  February  23,  184.9. 
To  the  Se?iate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  together 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  23d  ultimo,  requesting  the  President  "to  transmit 
to  the  Senate,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  public  service,  any  corre- 
spondence between  the  Department  of  State  and  the  Spanish  authori- 
ties in  the  island  of  Cuba  relating  to  the  imprisonment  in  said  island 
of  William  Henry  Rush,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.'' 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  February  27,  1849. 
To  the  Se?iate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  ultimo,  requesting  the 
President  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  list  of  all  the  treaties  of  com- 
merce and  navigation  between  the  United  States  and  foreign  nations 
conferring  upon  the  vessels  of  such  nations  the  right  of  trading  between 
the  United  States  and  the  rest  of  the  world  in  the  productions  of  every 
country  upon  the  same  terms  with  American  vessels,  with  the  date  of 
the  proclamation  of  such  treaties;  also  a  list  of  the  proclamations  con- 
ferring similar  rights  upon  the  vessels  of  foreign  nations  issued  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  under  the  provisions  of  the  first  section 
of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  concern- 
ing discriminating  duties  on  tonnage  and  impost  and  to  equalize  the 
duties  on  Prussian  vessels  and  their  cargoes,'  "  approved  May  24,  1828. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Washington,  Mareh  2,  1849. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  cf  State,  together 
with  the  accompanying  papers,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  23d  of  December,  1848,  requesting  the 
President  ' '  to  cause  to  be  transmitted  to  the  House,  if  compatible  with 
the  public  interest,  the  correspondence  of  George  W.  Gordon,  late,  and 
Gorham  Parks,  the  present,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
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varied  from  the  terms  of  the  treaty  as  amended  by  the  Senate,  although 
it  would  even  then  have  been  a  nullity  in  itself,  yet  duty  might  have 
required  that  I  should  make  this  fact  known  to  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment. This  not  being  the  case,  I  treated  it  in  the  same  manner  I  would 
have  done  had  these  explanations  been  made  verbally  by  the  commis- 
sioners to  the  Mexican  minister  for  foreign  affairs  and  communicated  in 
a  dispatch  to  the  State  Department.  TAMES  K   POLK 

Washington,  February  p,  1849. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  6th  instant, 
requesting  the  President  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  that  body,  in  "execu- 
tive or  open  session,  in  his  discretion,  any  instructions  given  to  Ambrose 
H.  Sevier  and  Nathan  Clifford,  commissioned  as  ministers  plenipoten- 
tiary on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  the  Government  of  Mexico,  or 
to  either  of  said  ministers,  prior  to  the  ratification  by  the  Government  of 
Mexico  of  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and  that  Repub- 
lic/ '  and  certain  correspondence  and  other  papers  specified  in  the  said 
resolution,  I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
together  with  copies  of  the  documents  called  for. 

Having  on  the  8th  instant,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  its  terms  more  comprehensive  than  that  of 
the  Senate,  communicated  these  and  all  other  papers  appertaining  to  the 
same  subject,  with  a  message  to  that  House,  this  communication  is  made 
to  the  Senate  in  "open"  and  not  in  "executive"  session. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  February  12,  1849. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  December  28,  1848,  requesting  "to  be  informed  of  the  number 
of  vessels  annually  employed  in  the  Coast  Survey,  and  the  annual  cost 
thereof,  and  out  of  what  fund  they  were  paid;  also  the  number  of  per- 
sons annually  employed  in  said  Survey  who  were  not  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  of  the  United  States;  also  the  amount  of  money  received  by  the 
United  States  for  maps  and  charts  made  under  such  Survey  and  sold 
under  the  act  of  1844.-  JAMES  K   poLK 

Washington,  February  //,  184.9. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  together 
with  the  accompanying  papers,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
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Senate  of  the  12th  instant,  requesting  the  President  to  commimka 
that  body  the  proceedings  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  la>t  *e 
to  compensate  R.  M.  Johnson  for  the  erection  of  certain  building 
the  use  of  the  Choctaw  academy;  also  the  evidence  of  the  cost  ui 

buildings-  JAMES  K.  POL 


Washington.  Februar\-  zj.  iS. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  tog 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  in  compliance  with  a  resoluti 
the  Senate  of  the  23d  ultimo,  requesting  the  President  "to  tra 
to  the  Senate,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  public  service,  any  < 
spondence  between  the  Department  of  State  and  the  Spanish  aul 
ties  in  the  island  of  Cuba  relating  to  the  imprisonment  in  said  i 
of  William  Henry  Rush,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. '  * 

JAMES  K.  POL 

Washington,  February  27 ■.  tSy 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in 
pliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  ultimo,  requesting 
President  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  list  of  all  the  treaties  of 
merce  and  navigation  between  the  United  States  and    foreign  na 
conferring  upon  the  vessels  of  such  nations  the  right  of  trading  beti 
the  United  States  and  the  rest  of  the  world  in  the  productions  of  e 
country  upon  the  same  terms  with  American  vessels,  with  the  dat 
the  proclamation  of  such  treaties;  also  a  list  of  the  proclamations 
ferring  similar  rights  upon  the  vessels  of  foreign  nations  issued  by 
President  of  the  United  States  under  the  provisions  of  the  first  sec 
of  the  act  entitled  ''An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  cone 
ing  discriminating  duties  on  tonnage  and  impost  and  to  equalize 
duties  on  Prussian  vessels  and  their  cargoes,' "  approved  May  24.  \\ 

JAMES  K.  POLK 

Washington*,  Mareh  <?,  /<SV$ 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  -A  State,  toget 
with  the  accompanying  papers,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  23d  of  December,  1848,  requesting 
President  "to  cause  to  be  transmitted  to  the  House,  if  compatible  ^ 
the  public  interest,  the  correspondence  of  George  W.  Gordon,  late,  \ 
Gorham  Parks,  the  present,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Rio  de  Jane 


tn 
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with  the  Department  of  State  on  the  subject  of  the  African  slave  trade; 
also  any  unpublished  correspondence  on  the  same  subject  by  the  Hon. 


c 


Henry  A.  Wise,  our  late  minister  to  Brazil." 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 


Washington,  March  2,  184.9. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  together 
with  the  accompanying  papers,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  20th  ultimo,  requesting  the  President 
to  communicate  to  that  House  a  list  of  all  consuls,  vice-consuls,  and 
commercial  agents  now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  their  resi- 
dence, distinguishing  such  as  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  from 
such  as  are  not,  and  to  inform  the  said  House  whether  regular  returns 
of  their  fees  and  perquisites  and  the  tonnage  and  commerce  of  the  United 
States  within  their  respective  consulates  or  agencies  have  been  regularly 
made  by  each,  and  to  communicate  the  amount  of  such  fees  and  perqui- 
sites for  certain  years  therein  specified,  together  with  the  number  of  ves- 
sels and  amount  of  tonnage  which  entered  and  cleared  within  each  of  the 
consulates  and  agencies  for  the  same  period;  also  the  number  of  seamen 
of  the  United  States  who  have  been  provided  for  and  sent  home  from 
each  of  the  said  consulates  for  the  time  aforesaid. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  March  2,  184.9. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  transmit  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, accompanying  a  report  from  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  present- 
ing a  view  of  the  operations  of  that  office  since  its  organization. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 


PROCLAMATIONS. 

[From  Senate  Journal,  Thirtieth  Congress,  second  session,  p.  349.] 

Washington,  January  2,  iSjp. 

To  the  Senators  of  the  United  States,  respectively. 

Sir:  Objects  interesting  to  the  United  States  requiring  that  the  Senate 
should  be  in  session  on  Monday,  the  5th  of  March  next,  to  receive  and 
act  upon  such  communications  as  may  be  made  to  it  on  the  part  of  the 
Executive,  your  attention  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  in  this  city,  on  that 
day  at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  is  accordingly  requested. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 
M  P— voi,  rv— 44 
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